Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 29 September 2023
(OR. en, lv, pl, sk)

13188/23
ADD 1 REV 2

Interinstitutional File:
2021/0218(COD)

CODEC 1631
ENER 502
CLIMA 409
CONSOM 322
TRANS 363
AGRI 525
IND 481

ENV 1009
COMPET 896

'IIA"' ITEM NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Permanent Representatives Committee/Council

Subject: Draft DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL amending Directive (EU) 2018/2001, Regulation (EU)
2018/1999 and Directive 98/70/EC as regards the promotion of energy
from renewable sources, and repealing Council Directive (EU) 2015/652
(first reading)

- Adoption of the legislative act
= Statements

Statement by Belgium

Belgium recognizes the need to accelerate the energy transition and phase out fossil fuels in our
efforts to achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement. Belgium will support the adoption but
would like to express its concerns regarding the challenges that come with the increased renewable
energy targets contained in this 3rd Renewable Energy Directive. Serious demographical and
geographical limitations, combined with the presence of large clusters of energy intensive
industries, imply that the expected national contributions according to the formula referred to in

Annex II to Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 are extremely difficult to achieve and seem unachievable,
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in particular in a time frame of just 7 years. The same goes for the binding sectoral subtargets
(regarding RFNBQO'’s in industry, transport and heating and cooling), which do not seem to be
coherent with a cost-effective achievement of our climate targets. Notwithstanding these challenges,

Belgium will continue to deliver constructive contributions to the European goal.

Statement by Ireland

Ireland welcomes agreement on the update to the text of the Renewable Energy Directive and
acknowledges the need to be ambitious in the renewable energy targets for 2030. The achievement
of ambitious targets in a relatively short time frame will require an unprecedented effort from all in

society, and it is crucial that we bring everyone with us on that journey.

It is Ireland’s view that failure to consider all the implications of the significant increases to the
renewable energy targets — such as the current operation of the interim targets under Regulation

(EU) 2018/1999 on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate Action - will be

counterproductive.

The failure to consider the implications carries with it the risk of undermining the support required
to promote renewable energy, when public funds are diverted away from the necessary investment
in the energy systems of Member States, despite significant progress and investment having already

been made and with much more committed.

The 2030 renewable energy target in the final text goes beyond what was originally proposed as
part of the Fit for 55 Package. The impact of the increased renewable energy target, and any
unintended consequences, may not become fully apparent until Member States have completed

updates to their draft National Energy and Climate Plans.

The Governance Regulation provides for a review in response to a global stocktake of the 2015
Paris Agreement. Ireland believes that such a review of the Governance Regulation would be an
opportune time to also review the operation of the interim targets and the compliance mechanisms
available to Member States. Such a review may be informed by the analysis’ contained in the

updated draft National Energy and Climate Plans submitted by Member States.
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Statement by Latvia

Latvijas Republika uzsver atjaunigas energijas avotu attistibas lielo nozimi energoapgades drosibas
un neatkaribas stiprinaSana, cenu stabilitates nodrosinasana, ka art siltumnicefekta gazu emisiju

samazinasana un Eiropas Savienibas klimata m&rku sasniegSana.

Latvija atbalsta priekSlikumu Direktivai attieciba uz atjaunigo energoresursu energijas izmantosanas
veicinaSanu un jo Tpasi panakto vienosanos par tadiem biitiskiem priekSlikuma elementiem ka

nozaru mérki, siltumapgades nozare un bioenergija.

Latvija darTs visu iesp&jamo, lai Tstenotu visus nepiecieSamos pasakumus, lai palielinatu atjaunigas
energijas izmantoSanu transporta nozar€, un stradas pie atjaunigas elektroenergijas razosanas
palielinasanas, lai raditu nepiecieSamas jaudas atjauniga tidenraza razoSanai Latvija. Tomér Latvija
uzskata, ka vienoSanas par 25. panta noteiktiem mérkiem un pienakumiem attieciba uz atjaunigo
energiju un jo Tpasi Gdenraza izmantoSanu transporta parsniedz Latvijas TstenoSanas un sasniegSanas

iesp&jas, nemot véra Latvijas nacionalo situaciju.

Latvija uzskata, ka, nosakot prasibas atjaunigas energijas veicinasanas pasakumiem, ir svarigi nemt

vera valsts ekonomiskos un socialos apstaklus, nacionalas energétikas bilances un izejas punktus.
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Statement by Poland

Polska jest jednym z najszybciej rozwijajacych si¢ rynkow energii odnawialnej w Europie.

W ciaggu ostatnich lat nasza moc odnawialnych Zrodet energii wzrosta wyktadniczo, szczegolnie w
sektorze fotowoltaicznym, dzigki wsparciu rzadowemu i zaangazowaniu spoteczenstwa. Aby
zwiekszy¢ skale wdrazania czystej energii, stworzyliSmy stabilne ramy prawne 1 wdrozyliSmy
odpowiednie systemy wsparcia. Uproszczenie i przyspieszenie procedur wydawania pozwolen to
elementy wniosku, ktore nalezy przyja¢ z zadowoleniem, lecz sg one niewystarczajace, aby
zapewnic¢ osiggnigcie jego celow. Szybkie wdrozenie odnawialnych zrédet energii na skale
zaproponowang w zmienionej dyrektywie RED oraz rosngcy udziat zrédet zaleznych od pogody w
produkcji energii zagraza zarowno stabilnosci sieci, jak 1 ogdlnemu bezpieczenstwu
energetycznemu. Polska nieustannie podkresla potrzebe przeprowadzenia transformacji
energetycznej w tempie mozliwym do zrealizowania dla systemu energetycznego i przystepnym dla
spoleczenstwa, a takze korzystnym dla przemystu europejskiego. Cele muszg by¢ realistyczne i
pozostawia¢ panstwom cztonkowskim elastyczno$¢ w wyborze odpowiednich narzedzi ich

wdrazania.

Ponadto, biorac pod uwage wplyw projektowanej regulacji na miks energetyczny panstw
cztonkowskich i wynikajace z tego negatywne konsekwencje spoteczne, Polska uwaza,

ze podstawg prawna projektowanej ustawy powinien by¢ art. 192 ust. 2 lit. ¢) TFUE.

Dlatego tez Polska nie moze poprze¢ przedstawionego projektu znowelizowanej dyrektywy

w sprawie odnawialnych Zrddet energii.

Polska podtrzymuje takze swoje negatywne stanowisko wobec calego pakietu Fit for 55, ktory
wyznacza nierealistyczne cele 1 ambicje oraz znaczagco wplywa na miks energetyczny panstw
cztonkowskich. Polska jest zdania, ze wigkszo$¢ pakietu jest realizowana w oparciu o biedng

podstawe prawng, co stwarza niebezpieczny precedens.
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Statement by Slovak Republic

Slovenska republika povazuje vysku celkového ciela EU pre OZE v roku 2030 za vel'mi
ambicidznu, ktort bude vel'mi nadro¢né dosiahnut’. S ohl'adom na narodny energeticky mix a jeho
rozvoj, Slovenska republika nevidi redlnu moznost’ pre vyznamné navysenie svojich ambicii v tejto
oblasti a zdoraznuje, Ze pripadny dodato¢ny prispevok k cielom OZE vypocitany na zéklade
nezavizného vzorca uvedeného v prilohe II k nariadeniu EU 2018/1999 nemusi zohl'adnit’ vetky
relevantné skuto¢nosti na narodnej urovni a reflektovat’ tak skutocny potencial pre rozvoj

obnovitelnych zdrojov v krajine.

Aj ked’ povazujeme ambicidzne ciele v doprave a pri vykurovani za naro¢né dosiahnut’ a existuje
riziko ich nenaplnenia, Slovenska republika vyvinie Gsilie aj prostrednictvom nastavenia ciel'ov a

opatreni v NECP pre ich dosiahnutie.

Vyhradu mame aj k rieSeniu podpory vyroby vodika z nizkouhlikovych zdrojov, ktora je jednou z

kI'i€ovych tém pre SR a ktord nebola v smernici uspokojivo vyrieSena.

Statement by the Commission on Article 22a and Article 22b

Article 22a of the Renewable Energy Directive, in combination with Article 22b, will drive the
necessary replacement of fossil fuels used as feedstock in industry and the reduction of greenhouse

gas emissions in industrial processes difficult to electrify.

Given the novelty of the target and the early stage of the hydrogen market transition, the
Commission recognises that the achievement of the target, at least until 2030, will require important

efforts from Member States and significant investments by public and private stakeholders.
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The Commission acknowledges that meeting the target provided in Article 22a, fifth subparagraph,
also in combination with Article 22b, will, in certain cases, entail high adaptation costs of plants
which require retrofitting their processes. This is the case of certain ammonia production plants
which require significant investment in the production process to replace use of hydrogen produced
from the steam methane reforming. Therefore, in its assessment under Article 22a, fifth
subparagraph, and Article 22b, first paragraph point b, the Commission, on a case by case basis and
when duly justified, will not take into account these existing plants while considering whether they

have been fully amortised and when the final investment decision for retrofitting has been taken.

More generally, the Commission recognises that the achievement of the objectives set out in the

Directive, in particular the overall renewable energy target, the targets for the transport and industry
sectors will require important efforts from the Member States and significant investments by public
and private stakeholders and potentially from national budgets. The Commission acknowledges that

there is a need to assist Member States in the implementation of these objectives.

The Commission acknowledges that other sources of fossil-free energy than renewable energy
contribute to reaching climate neutrality by 2050 for Member States who decide to rely on such

sources of energy.

The Commission also acknowledges that the renewable energy targets should go hand in hand with
the complementary decarbonisation efforts based on other non-fossil energy sources towards
reaching climate neutrality by 2050, taking into account their specific national circumstances and
the structure of their energy supply. In order to achieve that objective, the Commission considers
that the deployment of renewable energy in the framework of the increased binding overall Union
target should be integrated into complementary decarbonisation efforts involving the development

of other non-fossil energy sources that Member States decide to pursue.
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