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To: Delegations
Subject: Letter from Czechia to President-elect of the European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen suggesting Mr Jozef Sikela as Member of the

Commission

Delegations will find in the Annex a letter from Ms Edita HRDA, Permanent Representative of

Czechia to the European Union, forwarding the letter from Mr Petr FIALA, Prime Minister of
Czechia, suggesting Mr Jozef SIKELA as Member of the Commission.
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ENERGY SECTOR IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

s I THE CZECH REPUBLIC, SIKELAS EFFORT PRIMARILY INVOLVED EMERGY SECURITY, FOCUSING
FIRST Qb THE RAOST URGENT MEED = CREATIMNG SUFFICIENT RESERVES IN CASE OF A CUT-0FF
OF RUSSIAN SUPPLIES. MIMISTER SIKELA INTRODUCED SEVERAL MEASURES TO ENSURE THIS, AND
EMERGY SECURITY REMAING A CORMERSTOME OF THE CZECH EMERGY SECTOR REFORM.

« BESIDES MOTIVATING TRADERS TO FILL GAS STORAGE, HE FOCUSED OMN ENCOURAGING THE
PUBLIC AMD COMPAMIES TO REDIUCE SAS CONSUMPTICN. ANOTHER STEF WAS SECURING A
SHARE FOR THE CZECH REPUBLIC IM THE FIRST LM TERMIMAL QFPEMED IN EURCIPE AFTER THE
RUSSIAMN INVASION, LOCATED IN EEMSHAVEM, METHERLAMDS,

« MIMNISTER SIKELA ALSO WORKED ON MEASURES TO MODERMIZE THE CZECH ENERGY SECTOR,
WHICH WaSs MECESSARY DUE TC THE HISTORICALLY HIGH SHARE OF COAL IM THE TOTAL
EMERGY MIX, WHICH HAD MOT CHANGED DUE TO MIMNIMAL DEVELOPMENT OF RENEVWABLE
SOURCES

+ HE AIMED TO IMPROVE COMDITIONS FOR INVESTMENT IN THESE SOURCES. SIGMIFICANTLY
SHORTEMING PERMITTING PROCESSES AMD IMPLEMENTING MODERN RULES FOR THEIR LISE WILL
ALLOW THESE SOURCES TO BE USED MORE EFFICIEMTLY AMND INCREASE THEIR FROFITABILITY.
SIKELA ALSO INTRODUCED A MEW, EXPERT-ACCLAIMED LAW FOR ELECTRICITY SHARING WITHIN
COMMUMITY ENERGY.

ANOTHER IMPORTAMNT AREA FOR EMERGY DEVELOPMENT WAS MUCLEAR POWER AND THE
MUCLEAR TENDER FOR MEW NUCLEAR BLOCKS IN THE CZECH REFUBLIC, AS WELL AS
COOPERATICON WITH SUITABLE PARTNERS OMN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SMMALL ke QDULAR
REACTORS, AS A COUNTRY WITHOUT ACTESS TO COASTAL WIND AREAS, HIGH MOUNTAIMS, AMD
LARGE COPEM AREAS FOR SOLAR POWER PLAMTS, THE POTEMTIAL FOR USING REMEVVABLE
SOURCES 15 LIMITED COMPARED TO OTHER STATES, MARING NUCLEAR POVWWER 4 SUITABLE
COMPLEMENTARY ALTERMATIVE FOR THE CZECH REPUBLIC

THE RESULT OF MINISTER SIKELA'S EFFORTS FOR QUICK REFORKMS 15 THAT THE CZECH REFUBLIC
HOT OMLY MAMAGED THE CESSATION OF RUSSIAN GAS IMPORTS THROUGH THE NORD STREAM
FIPELIME IM 2022 BUT ALSC LARGELY DID WITHOUT RUSSIAM GAS FOR MOST OF 2023, BY 2025,
THE CZECH REPUBLIC AIMS TO COMPLETELY ELIMINATE DEPEMDEMCE OM RUSSIAN CIL THE
CZECH REPUBLIC ALSC STOPPED IMPORTING MUCLEAR FUEL FROM RUSSIA,

L]

L]

A SEFARATE CHAPTER IS THE DEVELOPMENT OF PHOTOVOLTAIC POWER PLANTS, WHOSE
MUIMEER MORE THAN TRIPLED BY THE EMD OF 2023, THIS MAINLY INVCLVED SMALLER
HOUSEHOLD IMNSTALLATIONS, WITH LARGER OMES TO FOLLOW AS INVESTORS TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF BETTER COMDITIOMS FOR THEIR INSTALLATIONS AND A5 COMMUMNITY EMERGY RULES BEGIN
TO BE APPLIED.

TO HAMDLE THE COMSEQUENCES OF RUSSIAN MISUSE OF ENERGY AS A WEAPOM AND TO
FROCEED MORE EFFECTIVELY IN MEETING R CLIMATE GOALS, EURCPEAN COOPERATION 15
KEY. DURING THE CZECH PRESIDEMCY, LED BY MIMISTER SIKELA, ALL CRISIS ENERGY LEGISLATION
WAS ADOPTED, AMD EUROPEAN COOPERATION REMAINED OME OF MIMISTER SIKELA'S MAINM
PRICRITIES EVEM AFTER THE EMD OF THE CZECH PRESIDENCY.
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STRENGTHENING THE INDUSTRY IN EUROPE

« REGARDIMG EUROPEAN INDUSTRY, MINISTER SiKELA OPENLY SUPPORTS THE IDEA THAT THE SAME
STAMDARDS WE HAVE FOR ELUROPEAN COMPAMIES IM TERMS OF THEIR COMTRIEUTION TO
DECARBONIZATION MUST ALSO BE APPLIED TO COMPAMIES FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, AMD QUR
MEASURES SHOULD BE ADJUSTED ACCORDINGLY, AN EXAMPLE OF SUCH A MEASURE |5 CEAM,
WHHCH THE CZECH REPUBLIC SIGHIFICANTLY HELPED MEGOTIATE DURING ITS PRESIDEMNCY

FURTHERMORE, MINISTER SI%ELA EMPHASIZES THE MEED FOR EURCFE TO BECOME A LEADER 1M
MAMUFACZTURING MODERMN TECHNOLOGIES MECESSARY FOR DECARBOMNIZATION,
DIGITALZATION, OR THE ADVENT OF ELECTROMOBILITY. THESE SECTORS MUST BE ADECUATELY
SUPPORTED, ATTRACT FOREIGM INVESTORS, AND CREATE A TRAMSPAREMT INVESTMENT
EMVIROMMENT FOR THEIR SUCCESS.

DURING THE CZECH PRESIDEMCY, SIGMNIFICANT PROGRESS WAS MADE ON THE CHIPS ACT,
WHICH AIMS TO DEVELOFP THE PRODUCTION OF THIS ESSENTIAL TECHMOLOGY OF THE FUTURE
IM ELROPE. THIS ACT 15 CRUCIAL FOR EMSURING TECHMOLOGICAL SOVEREIGNTY AND
STREMGTHEMIMG THE COMPETITIVEMESS OF ELIROPEAN INDUSTRY,

« IM THE FUTURE, WE RUST EMSURE SUFFICIENT PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY FOR
EURCFPEAN COMPAMIES, SUPPORT SCIEMCE AMD RESEARCH WITH THE GOAL OF BRINGIMG
RESEARCH RESULTS INTO PRACTICE IM EURORFE, AND PROVIDE AN OFERATIOMALLY AMD
IMVESTMEMT-ATTRACTIVE ENVIROMMENT FOR THE CREATIOMN AMD DEVELOPMENT OF
IMMOVATIVE COMPANIES,

THE SUCCESS OF EUROPEAM INDUSTRY WILL ALVVAYS BE BASED OMN A WELL-FUNCTICONIMN G
SINGLE ELUROPEAN MARKET AND SUPFORT FOR FREE TRADE WITH OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD.
WWE MUST TRULY LEVERAGE THE ADVANTAGES OF THE COMMON MARKET AND DEMAMND THE
SAME CONDITIONS FOR EURCPEAN COMPANIES ABROAD AS WE OFFER TO COMPAMIES FROM
THIRD COUNTRIES IN ELRCHPE

Ll

-

-

PREVIOUS CAREER OF JOZEF SIKELA

BEFORE BEIMG APPOINTED MIMISTER QOF INDUSTRY AND TRADE OF THE CZECH REFUBLIC,
JOZEF SIKELA HELD TOP POSITIONS IM EUROPEAN BANKING.

A5 & MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF ERSTE GROUF BAME AG, THE PARENT
COMPANY OF THE ERSTE GROUF, HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BANK'S ACTMTIES IN TWELVE
EURCPEAN COUMTRIES AND OVERSAW ERSTE GROUP BRAMCHES IN MEW YORK AND HOMNG
KOMNG, HIS MAIN FOCUS WAS CORPORATE AMD INVESTMEMT BAMKING, MERGERS AMD
ACOUISITIONS, REAL ESTATE FINAMCING INCLUDING MUNICIPAL HOUSING, TRADE FINANCE,
FIRAMCIAL MARKETS, AND MACROECOMNOMIC ANALYSIS.

IM CEMTRAL AND EASTERMN ELROPE, FROM 2015 TO 2019, FEW MAJOR BUSINESS PROJECTS
TOOK PLACE THAT SIKELA DID NOT KNOW INTIMATELY, THESE INCLUDED PROJECTS IN EMNERGY,
AUTOMOTIVE, HEAVY INDUSTRY, AMD MANY OTHER SECTORS.

IOZEF SIKELA ADVAMNCED TS THE LEADERSHIP OF ERSTE GROUP THROUGH SUCCESSFU
TEMURES LEADING BANEK BERAMCHES IN UKRAIME, SLOWAKIA, AMD THE CZECH REPUBLIC.

THANKS T HIS INTERMATIONAL EXPERIENCE, SIKELA 1S PROFICIENT IN ENGLISH, GERMAN, AND
RUSSIAN AT A PROFESSIONAL LEVEL,
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