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From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Permanent Representatives Committee/Council 

Subject: Kunming Declaration for the High-Level Segment of the first part of the 
UN Biodiversity Conference (12-13 October 2021) 

- Authorisation to endorse the Declaration on behalf of the European  

Union 

- Approval 
  

 

1.  The Kunming Declaration, under the theme “Ecological Civilization: Building a Shared 

Future for All Life on Earth”, is expected to be adopted at the High-Level Segment of the first 

part of the Fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity and of the concurrent meetings of the Parties to the Cartagena and Nagoya Protocols 

(hybrid, Kunming, China, 12 -13 October 2021) (CBD COP 15.1).  

 

2. Parties to the CBD have been consulted on the text of this declaration and the EU and its 

Member States submitted comments to the Zero draft on 6 September 2021.1 Following the 

process of consultations, the Government of the People's Republic of China prepared a 

revised Kunming Declaration, as set out in the Annex to this Note. 
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3. The Kunming Declaration constitutes a non-binding instrument that contains political 

commitments, in accordance with the Arrangements on Non-Binding Instruments (NBI) 

agreed by the Council, the Commission and the EEAS.2 

 

4.  On 5 October 2021, the Commission informed the Council preparatory bodies about its 

intention to endorse the Kunming Declaration on behalf of the European Union and requested 

the Council’s authorisation to endorse the declaration.3 The agreement on the Commission's 

request for authorisation at working party level was reached through an informal silence 

procedure that ended on 6 October 2021.4 

 

5. Further changes to the revised Kunming Declaration may still occur by virtue of the nature of 

the negotiations and finalisation on the spot may be required. In this case, changes can only be 

accepted to the extent that they are in line with existing Union policies and legislation as well 

as agreed positions of the EU and its Member States. 

 

6. Against this background, the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to recommend 

that the Council, as an A item at one of its forthcoming meetings, authorises the Commission 

to endorse the Kunming Declaration on behalf of the European Union at the High-Level 

Segment of CBD COP 15.1. 

 

 

                                                 
2 15367/17. 
3 WK 11801/2021. 
4 WK 11801/2021 ADD 1. 



 

 

12531/21   CSM/ln 3 

ANNEX TREE.1.A  EN 
 

ANNEX 

 



 

 

12531/21   CSM/ln 4 

ANNEX TREE.1.A  EN 
 

 



 

 

12531/21   CSM/ln 5 

ANNEX TREE.1.A  EN 
 

 



 

 

12531/21   CSM/ln 6 

ANNEX TREE.1.A  EN 
 

 



 

 

12531/21   CSM/ln 7 

ANNEX TREE.1.A  EN 
 

 



 

 

12531/21   CSM/ln 8 

ANNEX TREE.1.A  EN 
 

 

 


		2021-10-07T09:45:50+0000
	 Guarantee of Integrity and Authenticity


	



