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NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Delegations

Subject: Updating animal welfare legislation in the EU

— Information from the Danish delegation, on behalf of the Belgian,
Danish, German, Netherlands and Swedish delegations

Delegations will find in Annex the ministerial letter and a position paper on a new EU legislative

framework for animal welfare to the attention of the Commissioner for Health and Food Safety.
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81,2, Other housing systems

Other farming gystems differ in dezizgn and make uze of different zoluticns to increase activity, ez, jumping and
hopping, by use of a lower stocking den=ity, and bor uee of different forms of enrichment materialz. Mo matter
the dezign, the following must at least be addresaed:

Snagz allowanes
The zpace given to rabbitz must include 3 comfortable lving area, which allows the rabbitz to e down fully

stretched all at the zame time if kept in 2 group and to pecform a number of conzemtive hope . The height of the.
gystemn muet atleast allowthe rabbita to it normally with ears erect, to stand on their hind legs, and include ele-
vated platforms,

Eloog degizn

Floors, including platfiorm floors, mmst form an eren, rigid and non-alip surface. If wire mesh iz need, 2 comfort-
able lying area must be provided, e.g. a mat or plastic grid with an appropriate zize of openings to ensure bath
zufficient Arainage and the avoidance of injuries.

Pododermatitiz could be an animal-bazed indicator for inadesmate floor design or floor cleanliness

Eonichmment suciires

Flatforms to increasze activity and to provide escape options as well a2 gnawing material and hiding places such
az pipes, boxes or walls will promete rabbit welfare.

Elevated platform(s) of a sufficient size for the weight, age and number of rabtits, who are to w=e it, mmst be pro-
vided, Specific remqmuirements for elevated platformlz) are neederd and must atleast eontain specifications regard-
ing the minimum zize of the devated platform, the mimmnm area per animal on the el=rated pla tform, the min-
irmm height imderneath and the minimm width of the elevated platform.

Gonawing material iz an impertant type of enrichment for rabbits. It enables rabbits to perform normal gna wing
tehaviour, and reduces the risk of redirecting snawing to equipment or conspecifics. Rabbitz must have perma-
nent access to 3 suitable gnawing material such a2 wooden sticks.

Aneattoxforenrodncing doeg

Dioes must have acoeas to an adequately sined neat boxand suitable nesting material from one week: before the
expected ime of Hindling and until weaning. Az a giideline, the nest box must have a floor area of at kast oo
cmz and have an mternal height of atleast 25 em. The nest bow muet be designed and placed 2 wayr, which
Trevents the doe from jumping cm top of it. The floor of the nest boor must be at the zame lewel or lower than the
gystem floor. Limiting the doe's acoeas to the nest box mayr be conaideresd, az it mayr rednee kit mortality and in-
juries to the kts.

8.z Eonghage

Rabbitz are herbivores, and 1mder naturalfzemi natural conditions they eat a variety of plants, and foraging oc-
cupies 30— 70 % of their daily activity. To fulfil thiz foragng activity and normal chewing activity, rabbitz must
hawe permanent access to roughage such az ztraw or hey.

3.8.3. Management Measnr ez
Rabbitz must be inspacted atleast twice a day

The minimum mating age of a doe muat be 15 weeks,

The weaning ageof the kits may not be less than =8 dave, and after weaning rabbits for meat production must be
keptin groups with aslittle mixing az posaible, unless they reach sesmal maturity before slaughter.
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