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NOTE 

From: German delegation 

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee 

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switzerland) 

Subject: Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the German internal borders 
in accordance with Article 25 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a Union 
Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders 
(Schengen Borders Code) 

  

Delegations will find attached a copy of the letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council 

on 18 July 2024 regarding the temporary reintroduction of border controls by Germany at the 

German-French land and air borders in the context of the security requirements for the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games in Paris, starting on 20 July 2024, ahead of the tournaments, and lasting until 30 

September 2024, after the tournaments end. 
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Translation 

 

Nancy Faeser 

Federal Minister of the Interior and Community 

 

Alt-Moabit 140, 10557 Berlin 

Tel.: +49 (0)30 18 681-11000 

Ministerin@bmi.bund.de 

www.bmi.bund.de 

 

 

 

Mr Margaritis Schinas 

Vice-President of the European Commission 

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

Ms Ylva Johansson 

European Commissioner for Home Affairs 

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 
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Ms Thérèse Blanchet 

Secretary-General of the Council of the European Union 

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

Ms Roberta Metsola 

President of the European Parliament 

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

Home affairs ministers 

of the EU and Schengen states 

 

 

 

Berlin, 17 July 2024 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

UEFA EURO 2024 has drawn to an end and we can look back on a peaceful, joyful tournament that 

was also an overall success in terms of security matters. Our many different security mechanisms 

made a major contribution to this outcome. The internal border checks which were reintroduced 

temporarily at all of Germany’s Schengen borders due to the security requirements of UEFA EURO 

2024 were one element of the security measures taken nationwide for this major and high-profile 

European event. As required by the Schengen Borders Code, I will be reporting separately and in 

greater detail on the results of this.  
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Our French neighbours will soon be hosting the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris. These 

significant international sporting events have a high public profile and are subject to substantial and 

varied security requirements.  

 

Such exceptional major events with global media coverage present a broad range of potential risks 

and threats. For example, the impacts of armed conflicts in the Middle East and the ongoing 

Russian war of aggression against Ukraine, as well as the generally elevated abstract threat of 

terrorism could affect Europe and our Schengen area.  

 

Against this backdrop, I have decided to temporarily reintroduce internal border checks at the 

German-French land and air borders in the context of the security requirements for the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games in Paris, starting on 20 July 2024, ahead of the tournaments, and lasting until 30 

September 2024, after the tournaments end, on the basis of Article 25a (4) and (5) of the Schengen 

Borders Code in the version of Regulation (EU) 2016/399, and thereby to accompany and support 

the security measures of our French neighbours.  

 

It is especially important to identify internationally active potential offenders and persons 

considered a potential threat as early as possible and to check whether (border) police measures are 

necessary as well as to engage in close cross-border exchange of information with the French 

security authorities. The (border) police measures of the Federal Police within the scope of these 

internal border checks will be possible along the entire land border between France and Germany as 

well as in air traffic between Germany and France. The checks are, however, not to be conducted 

systematically or universally, but rather are to be situation-dependent, risk-based and as targeted as 

possible. The scope and intensity of the border checks may differ from region to region, depending 

on information about the situation. Further, the Federal Police are being requested to coordinate 

their checks with the other domestic security partners (the police forces of the federal states) and 

with their neighbouring French partner authorities, as well as to use the instrument of forms of joint 

operations to the greatest extent possible, also to avoid multiple checks in the border regions as 

much as possible. The (border) police checks will also be limited to the minimum necessary to 
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ensure security and will keep any disruptions to cross-border traffic to a minimum. The Federal 

Police will minimise the impact of checks on the closely connected border regions, their inhabitants, 

and cross-border commuters, and will reduce this impact as far as possible. For reasons of 

proportionality, cross-border transport of persons will not be channelled into a small number of 

border crossing points along the land and air borders between Germany and France. Rather, 

crossing the border will continue to be permitted at all crossing points along the land and air borders 

between Germany and France. After careful consideration, I have concluded that the temporary 

reintroduction of checks at the internal borders is necessary and appropriate in order to counter the 

above-mentioned event-related threats. Only with this temporary reintroduction of checks at the 

internal borders is it possible e.g. to establish a person’s identity solely on the basis of their crossing 

the border. In view of the potential risks and threats, this is also appropriate, and less severe 

measures would not be as likely to succeed.  

 

I wish my French colleagues all the best for good and successful Olympic and Paralympic Games in 

Paris. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

(signed) 

Nancy Faeser 
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