Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 17 July 2023

(OR. en)
11913/23
Interinstitutional File:
2022/0196(COD)

AGRI 408
PESTICIDE 40
SEMENCES 36
AGRILEG 141
ENV 868
PHYTOSAN 48
CODEC 1383
INST 279
PARLNAT 155

NOTE

From: Cyprus House of Representatives

On: 13 July 2023

To: President of the Council of the European Union

Subject: Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND

OF THE COUNCIL on the sustainable use of plant protection products and
amending Regulation (EU) 2021/2115 [10654/22 - COM(2022) 305]

- Opinion on the application of the Principles of Subsidiarity and
Proportionality

Delegations will find attached the above-mentioned document followed by a courtesy English

translation.

11913/23 ML/kh
LIFE.3 EN



11913/23

LIFE.3

ML/kh

EN



COURTESY TRANSLATION

13 July 2023

H.E.Mr. Pedro Sanchez,
President of the Council of the European Union,

Brussels.

Your Excellency,

Please find attached an Opinion of the Standing Committee on Agriculture and
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus in the
context of the political dialogue between the European Union and the national Parliaments
with regard to the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
on the sustainable use of plant protection products and amending Regulation (EU)
2021/2115 [document COM (2022) 305].

Please accept assurances of my highest consideration.

Yours sincerely

Yiannakis Gavriel
Chairman
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources

Cyprus House of Representatives
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™g
KoivoBouAeguTikng EmiTpotrAg MNewpyiag kai Puoikwyv Mépwv
™g
BouAng Twv AvVTITTPOOWTTWV
™g
Kutrpiaking Anpokpariag

YtroBdaAAeTal oToug MNpoédpoug Tou EupwTraikou KoivoouAiou, Tou ZupuBouAiou kai TG

EupwTraikig EmmiTpoTing

Mpétaon Kavoviopou Tou EupwtraikoU KoivoBouAiou Kal Tou ZUpBouAiou OXETIKA
ME TNV opBOAOYIKH XPAAON TWV PUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVTWYV Kal YId TV

TpoTtrotroinon Tou kavoviopou (EE) 2021/2115

COM (2022) 305

1. To TAaiolo g§éTtaong Tng TTpoéTAONG

1.1 H KoivoBouAeuTtikry Emitpot Mewpyiag kar Puoikwv Mépwv (OTO €EAG «n ETTITPOTIA»)
e€étaoe TNV UTTO avagopd TTpoTacn Kavoviopou OTo TTAQICIO TNG TTapakoAouBnong Tng
dladikaoiag Awng ammodocswv otnv Eupwtraikr) ‘Evwon (EE) amd ta €Bvikad koivoBouAia.
H emTpoT €xel €TAPKWG evnuUEPWOEi TOOO yia TOUG OKOTTOUG Kal TO TTEPIEXOPEVO TNG
apxIKAG TTpoTaong TnG Eupwtraikig EmTpotAc 600 Kai yia Tnv eEEMIEN TG oulTnoNG ETTi
Tou Kelgévou TnG TpoTacng oto emimedo TN EE katrd 1o TeAeutaio €r1og. Qotdoo,
AauBavopévwy uttéyn, a@evog, Twv ETTIPUAAEEWY TTOU DIOTUTTWVOVTAI ATTO TNV EKTEAECTIKN
efouaia kal, aQeTéEPOU, TNG Avnouxiag TTou €EaKOAouBei va eTTKpaATEl avAueoa OTIG
QYPOTIKEG OPYAVWOEIG KAl TOV YEWPYIKO KOOUO TnNG KUTTpOU YEVIKOTEPA AVAQPOPIKA HE
TITUXEG TNG VOUOBETIKAG TTPOTACNG OKOWN KAl OTnNV TTapoUuca @Aacn, n EMITPOTII) CUYKAAECE
apIBud cuvedpIwy, TTPOKEINEVOU va oulnTHOEl AETTTONEPEDTEPQ E TNV EKTEAEDTIKN £€ouaia
TNV TTopEia e¢ETaoNG TNG TTPATACNG, VA ETTIKAIPOTIOINCEI TNV EVNUEPWOT] TNG AVAPOPIKA UE
TN 0€on TNG eKTEAEOTIKAG €€ouciag oTto emimedo TG ‘Evwong, kabwg emmiong va

QQOUYKPAOTEI TIC AVNOUXIES TV ETTNPEACOPEVWYV AYPOTIKWV OPYAVWOEWV.
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1.2 Z10 id10 TTACioI0, N emTPOTIA AAPBAavel utTown 6T CNPAVTIKOG OPIBPOG KPATWYV PHEAWY,
oA\G kal €1dIkOTEPA  €OVIKWYV KolvoBouAiwv otnv EE diatuttwvel TpoBAnuaTionoug
AVOQOPIKA PE OUCHEVEIC ETTITITWOEIG — O€ TTEPITITWON TEAIKAG £YKPIONG KAl EQAPPOYNS TNG

TTPOTACNG — TOOO ETTi TWV BIOIKACEWV TWV KPATWY JEAWV OO0 KAl ETTI TWV YEWPYWV.

1.3 Tepaitépw, n EMTPOTI XAIPETICEl TIC OUCIOOTIKEG TTPOOTTABEIEG TTOU KATEBAAE n
2oundikA MNpoedpia Tou ZupPouliou NG EE, TTpog Tnv oTroia ekppAadel EUXapIOTIES yia TNV
ETOIJOCIA KAl TTPOWONCN CUNBIBACTIKOU KEIYEVOU OO0V aPopd OUYKEKPIYEVA KepaAlaia TnG

TTpoTaong Kavoviouou.

1.4 H emtpotmy onueiwvel o1 n Eupwtraikl EmMTPOT, YETA ATTO OXETIKO QiTNUA TOU
2UMPBOUAIOU, €KTTOVNOE OCUUTTANPWHAOTIKA MEAETN  EKTINONG  ETTITITWOEWY, N OTIoIx

KolvoTroInenke oTig 5 louAiou 2023.

2. H 8éon TnG €mITPOTTAG

2.1 H emrtpoti dlaTuttwvel, wg CATNPA apxnig, TN 6éon o611 0 0TdX0G TNG OTAdIOKAG
MEIWONG Kal TNG aoPAAOUG XPoNG TWV QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVTWY TTPOG OPEAOG TNG
onudolag uyeiag Kal Tou TTEPIBAANOVTOG TTaPAPEVEl APETABETOG. AlaTnpEei OuwWG TNV AtTown
OTI, O€ TTEPITITWON TTOU BEV ANPBOUV ETTAPKWGS UTTOWN OI IBIAITEPOTATEG TWV KPATWYV HEAWYV,
Ba uTTdpEouv BUCUEVEIC ETTITITWOEIC OTOV YEWPYIKO Topéa TnNG KUtrpou. Ze autd 1o BEua
OUMUEPICETAI TIG AVTIOTOIXEG ETTIQUAAELEIC TTOU DIOTUTTWONKAV aTTd Ta KOIVOBOUAID GAAWV
Kpatwv peAwv NG EE. Ava@opikd pe TIG 101a1TEPOTNTEG TNG KUTTpOU, N EMMITPOTIA
ETTIONUAIVEI OTI N XWPA PAG, OTTWG Kal oI XWpPes TNG Meooyeiou, avTINeETWTTICouV 101AITEPA
TTPORBANMATA PE OUYKEKPIPMEVOUG €XOpoUC Twv QUTWYV OTTwS N Meooyeiakn puya Kal Ta
EUAoévTopa TTOU KATOOTPEPOUV Ta BEvipa Kal Ta ddon, ol otroiol dgv duvavtal va
KATOTTOAEUNOOUV ETTAPKWG XWPIG TN XPRON QUTOPAPPAKWY, KABWG £TTiONG KAl TO YeEyovog
o011 otnv KUTpo €mmKpaToUuv OUVOAKES TTOAUOUBPIag ava TETpaETia TTou evaAAdooovTal PE
OUVONRKEC avouBpiag ava TpIETia, TTou EMTPETTOUV TNV €£ATTAWON Twv mRAABwWY yia Ta
QuUTG opyaviopwy. O1 ev AOYyw 181AITEPATNTEG, ETTICNUAIVEL, Ba TTPETTEI VA ANPBOUV dEOVTWG

uTTOWn KaTd TN dIapopewaon TG TTPOTACNS KAVOVIGHOU.
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2.2  YUYKEKPIYEVA, META ammd €CETaon TNG UTTG ava@opd VOMOBETIKAG TTPOTACNG, N
EMTPOTI, a@ou £Aafe uttown TIG BE0EIC Kal ETTIQUAAEEIS TG KUBEPVNONG, £TTNPEACOMEVWV

OMAdWY Kal TWV aypOTIKWVY OPYAVWOEWY, EKQPALEl TIGC aKOAoUBES BETEIG:

2.21 H emtpot) avayvwpiel TNV avaykn BE€0TTIONG OECHEUTIKWY OTOXWV YIa Ta KPATN
MEAN, TTPOKEINEVOU VA OUVEIOCPEPOUV OTOUG EVWOIAKOUG OTOXOUG UE ATTWTEPO OTOXO TNV
TTpooTacia TG dnudaoilag kal TePIBAAOVTIKAG uyeiag atrd TN XpAon QUTOQAPUAKWV.
Qotéo0, ouppepiCeTal TOV  TTPOBANUOTIONO  TNG  KUBEPVNONG O€  Oxéon ME TNV
TTPOPBAeTTONEVN MPeBOdOAOyia TTOU TIPOCHETPA OTOV O€iKTn ME MeEYaAUTeEpn PaputnTta
avopyaveg oucoieg OTTwWG TO Beld@i, TTou XpnoiyoTroleital otn BloAoyikh yewpyia, Adyw
MEYAANG TTEPIEKTIKOTATAG OPAOTIKAG oudiag Kal uywnAng doooAoyiag Xpnong, Xweic Kauia
oTA0uIon TTou va Aaupdavel uttown OTI n ev AOyw oucia €xel XapnAdTePN TOLIKOTATA OF
oUYKpION HE AANEG OpYyaVIKEG OPOAOTIKEG OUTIES. ZTNV TTEPITITWON TNG KUTTpou, n v Adyw
pMEBodOoAoyia 0dnyei og UTTEPUETPN aUgnon oTnv Tdon Tou B€ikTn. Q¢ €K TOUTOU, N ETTITPOTIN
uttooTnpiCel TN B€éon OTI o1 O€iKTEG TIPETTEI VA KABOPIOTOUV ME ETTIOTNUOVIKA BAoiun
peEBodoAoyia, TTpoodidovtag TTapdAAnAa TTepIocooTEPn cueAiia oe €BvIKO eTTiTTedo OOV
agopd TNV UIcBETNON OPICHEVWY  KAVOVWY, KABWG Kal  KATEUBUVTHAPIWY  YPAUHUWY
OAOKANPWHEVNG QUTOTTPOOTACIAG, WOTE VA AAPBAvOvVTal €TTAPKWS UTTOWN Ol I0IAITEPES
OUVOARKEG TWV KPATWV JEAWYV, 01 BUVATOTNTES £QAPUOYNS TNG TTPOTEIVOUEVNG VOUOBETIAg, N
OouNA T NG YEwpPYiag evOg KPATOUG Kal 01 duvatdTNTEG TWV Yewpywv. H OtTapén kai Twv duo
ETTIAOYWYV, ATOI TWV EIBIKWY KAVOVWYV KAl TWV KATEUBUVTHPIWV YPOAUNWY avda KaAAIEpyEla i
TOoPEQ, ME duvaTOTNTA €EENIENG TWV KATEUBUVTNPIWY YPAUPWY OE UTTOXPEWTIKOUG KAVOVEG
atroTeAei  onuaAvTIKO OToIXEio eueNiCiag OTov  TPOTTIO  €QAPUOYNS  OAOKANPWHEVNG
QuTOTTPOOTACIaG, evw TIAPAAANAa diac@aAilel pia Koivi) €VOPMOVIOPEVN KaTeuBuvon
UTTOXPEWTIKNG epappoyig. Mia Tétola Tpooéyyion ouvadel Katd TPOTTO OUCIACTIKO PE TNV
apxn TNG ETTIKOUPIKOTNTAG, OUVAUEI TNG OTTOIAG OI aTTOPACEIS TTPETTEl va AauBdavovTal 600
TO duvaTo €yyUTEPO OTOUG TTONITEG, HE CERATHO TWV IBIAITEPWY CUVONKWYV TTOU ETTIKPATOUV
oTa  KPATN MEAN KAl TN MPEIWON Twv OTTOIWVOATIOTE OUCUEVWYV  ETTITITWOEWV,
OUVUTTOAOYICOUEVWYV TWV OUVATOTATWY TWwV YEwPYwv. H ev Adyw TTpocéyyion ouvadel
€TTioNg ME TNV TITUXN TNG apXAS TNG avaAoyikdtnTag TTou a@opd Tn OOKIPaoia Tou
eAGXIOTOU VOMOBETIKOU TTEPIOPIOUOU, NTOI VO ETITPETTETAI TO MEYOAUTEPO duvatd TTedio

AYNS atropacewyv o€ €Bvikd emmiredo. Tautdxpova, Ba Tpétrel va uAotroinBei dueca n
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ecayyehia  yia  mpowlnon  €PAPUOCIYWY  EVOAAOGKTIKWY AUCEWV  Kal  agloAdynon

TEXVOAOYIKWV HECWV TTOU va d1ac@AAI(OUV OIKOVOIKI] BIWoIOTNTA.

2.2.2 H emTpoty oupuepieTal €TTiIONG TIG ETTIQUAAEEISC TTOU dlaTuTTWONKav atmd Toug
EKTTPOCWTTOUG TNG EKTEAETTIKNG £EOUCIAG, TOV AYPOTIKO KOOWO, KaBWG Kal atrd GAAa eBvikd
KolvoBoUAia otnv EE ava@opikd pe Tnv €upltnTa TOU OPOU «EUAITONTEC TTEPIOXECH OTIG
OTTOiEC Ba atTayopeUeTal N XPHON QUTOPAPUAKWY. ZTO TTAQICIO auTO, KPIVETAI ETTITAKTIKA N
avaykn €1TavatrpoodIopIoPoU TNG £VVOIOG TWV €V AOYW TTEPIOXWYV, WOTE O ETTIOIWKONEVOG
OTOX0G, NTOI N TIPOCTACIia TNG aAvOPWITIVAG Uyeiag Kal Tou TTEPIBAANOVTOG va pnv
OUVETTAYETAI UTTEPPOAIKOUG TTEPIOPICHOUG TTOU KABIOTOUV TTPOKTIKA QVEPIKTN TNV GOKNON
YEWPYIKWY dpacTtnpiotiTwy, Trapafialoviag Tnv apxf TG avaAoyikoTnTaG. TNV
mepITTwon TNG Kutrpou, N ammaydpeucn OAWV TwV QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVTWYV OTIG
euaiodnTeg TTEPIOXEG TTEPIOPICEl OUCIWOWG TIG dUVATOTNTEG AOKNONG YEWPYIag OTIC
TTEPIOXEG ME OIAOTIAPTN OIKIOTIKA AvATITUgn, OTTWG E€ival Ol KoIVOTNTEG OAAG Kal OTIG
epIoxéG «Puon 2000», otrou TrepIAapBavovTal KaAMIEPYEIEG, OTTWG OITNPEA, ANTTEAIO KAl
0evOpwdelg KaANIEpyeEIeS. Q¢ K TOUTOU, N ETTITPOTIN CUMQWVEI hIE TN BEoN TNG KUBEpvNONg
OTI Ba pTTOPOUCAV VA 10XUOUV DIOPOPETIKOI (TTIO AQUCTNEOI) TTEPIOPIOHUOI O€ OIKICHOUG Kal
XWPOUG TTOU XPNOIYOTTOIOUV Ol €UAAWTEG OUAdeg TOu TTANBUOUOU Kal OlaPOPETIKOI
TTEPIOPIOHOI OTIG OIKOAOYIKA €UaicONTEG TTEPIOKEG OTTOU QOKEITAI YEWPYIKI dpacTnPIOTNTA.
2€ TIEPIOXEC TTOU XPNOIUOTIOIEI TO KOIVO, N €MTPOTI Bewpei Aoyikr TNV atrayopeucn
XPAONG XNMIKWV  QUTOTTPOCTOTEUTIKWY  TTPOIOvVTwY, OAAG Ba atraitnBei  xpdvog
TIPOCOPHUOYNAG KAl AugnuUEVO KOOTOG VIO €QAPUOYR EVAANOKTIKWY TTPOKTIKWY, OTTWG
GAWOTE yiveTal TTAPOOEKTO OTN CUPTTANPWHATIKA MEAETN EKTIUNONG ETMITITWOEWV TNG
EupwTtraikic EmTpotig, OTnVv oTroia  yivetal Pev ava@opd o€ KATA TIPOOEyyIon

UTTOAOYIONO TOU KOOTOUG, KUPiWwG B€ yia To BEua TNG Awng ouuBoUAnG.

2.2.2.1 AvaAuTIKOTEPQ, O€ OTI APOPA TOV KABOPICHO TWV EUaioBNTWY TTEPIOXWYV CUNPWVA
ME TIG TTPOVOIEG TwV ApBpwv 3(16) kai 18 Tng TTpdTaong Kavoviopou, OTTwG €TTioNg Kal
TOUG KAVOVEG TTou Ba SIETTOUV TNV XPRON QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVIWY EVTOG QUTWV, N
EMTPOTIN avayvwpeilel, OTTwe NON ava@EépOnke, TNV avaykn uioBETnong evog auoTtnpou
VOMOBETIKOU TTAQICioU yia TNV TTpooTacia Tou TTEPIBAAAOVTOC KAl TWV PN OTOXEUOUEVWV
Opyaviouwyv amd Tnv axpeiootn Kal TRV UTTEPBOAIKA  XPrAON QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWV

TTPOIOVTWY 0€ OnUOCIOUG XWPOUG Kal O€ OIKOAoyIKG Kal TTEPIBAAAOVTIKA guaiobnTeg
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TepIOXES. QOTOCO, N €MTPOTI ToviCel OTI O TTPOVOIEG TTou Ba dIETTouV TNV Xpron
QUTOTTPOOTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVTWYV | TNV ATTayOpEUCn XProng Toug Ba TTpETrel va BaaifovTal
O€ EMOTNPOVIKA KPITAPIO OTTWG £TTIONG KAl 0T dIaBECINOTNTA EVOAAAKTIKWY ETTIAOYWYV TTOU

Ba oTnpifouv TNV ATTOTEAECUATIKA Kal atTodOTIKN YEWPYIKA TTapaywyr) otnv EE.

2.2.2.2 H emTpotti cuppepileTal T B€on TNG EKTEAECTIKAG €gouaiag OTI n TTpoTaon
Kavoviopou Ba tpétrel va SIa@opoTIoIEl TNV TTPOCTACIA TTOU TTAPEXETAI avAAOyd WE TN
@uon TNG TTEPIOXAG:

(a) TTEPIOXEG TTOU KaABOPifovTal WG XPNOIUOTIOIOUUEVEG ATTO EUAAWTEG OMABEG (TT.X.
TTAIOIKEG  XOPEG, OXOAEid, VOOOKOMEIa, KEVIPA uyeiag, oikol euynpiag) Otou  Ba
epapuolovTal ol auaTnPOTEPOI TTEPIOPICUOI QUTOTTPOCTACIAG, ME TNV ATTAYOPEUCN TNG
XPNong OAwv TwV CUVOETIKWY @QUTOTTPOOTATEUTIKWY, ETMITPETTOVTAG MOVO TN XPHon MN

OUVOETIKWY OKEUAOHUATWV.

(B) TTeEpIOXEG TTOU XPNOIPOTTOIOUVTAl OTTO TO €UupU KOIVO (dnUOCIol XwpEol TTpacivou,
aBANTIKOI XWpol Kal YATTEDQ, XWEOol avayuxng, KATToI £Evodoxeiwy Kal 1I81WTIKWYV OIKIWV O€
OQOTIKEG TTEPIOXEG KATT) OTTou Ba duvatal va e@apudletal éva XaunAOTEPO €TTITTEDO
ATTAYOPEUCEWY OTN XPHON QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVTIWY TTOU VA AapBdavel uttoyn TIg
QVAYKEG PUTOTTPOCTACIOG TWV XWPWV TTPACIVOU KaI TwV aBANTIKWY XWPWV. ZTOUG £V AOYW
XWPOUG TIPOTEIVETAI VA  YiVETAI XPON @QUTOTTPOCTOTEUTIKWY OKEUAOUATWY  XaPNANG
ETIKIVOUVOTNTAG, OTTWG KAl OKEUGOUATWY TTOU XPNOIJOTToIoUvVTal 0TNV PIOAOYIKN YeEwpyia,
TTAVTOTE OPWG ME TTPOOTITIKI METAROONG O€ €VOAANAKTIKEG ETTIAOYEC O€ WAKPOTTPOBECHO

opidovTa.

(y) oikohoyikd kai TrepIBaAAOVTIKA euaicOnTeg TTepIOXEG (TTEPIOXEG TOu OIKTUOU «duon
2000» kar Cwveg TTpooTaciag Twv udATWV): AauBAavovTag uttown TN CNPAVTIKH YEWPYIKN
TTapaywyn Tou AdpBdavel Xwpa o€ TePIoXEG Tou dIkTuou «duon 2000», n otoia oTnv
Kutrpo avépxetal o€ 8.5% TwV YEWPYIKWV EKTACEWYV TTOU EUTTITITOUV O€ XPNUATOdOTNON
amdé v Koiv) Ayportiki MoAimikr) (KAI), 6TTwg emmiong kai 10 yeyovog o1l 79% Twv
YEWPYIKWY €EKTACEWV TIOU EUTTITITOUV O€ Xpnuatodotnon amd tnv KAl atroteAouv
TTPOOTATEUONEVEG TTEPIOXEG Bdoel TNG odnyiag-TTAaigiou yia Ta UdaTta, kabioTaTtal EHPAvES
OTI UTTApPXEl avAykn dIAQOPOTTOINCNG TWV TTEPIOPICHWY OTN XPNON QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY
OKEUAOUATWY OTIG BIAPOPES CUWVEG TTOU EUTTITITOUV OTIG «EUQIOONTES TTEPIOXEG» CUUPWVA

ME Tnv TIPOTOON Kavoviopou. 2T &V AOYyw TTIEPIOXEG, TIPOTEIVETAI N XpHon
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QUTOTTPOOTATEUTIKWY OKEUOOMATWY Twv Opddwv 1 kai 2 (XaunAng kai  PETPIAG
EMKIVOUVOTNTAG) KAl N ATTayopeucn TNG XPNong TwV TTAEIOTWY @QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWV
okeuaoudtwy TG Ouddag 3 TTou Ba UTTOKEIVTAI O€ AVTIKATAOTAOTN, €EAIPOUMEVWV TWV
OPACTIKWY OUCIWV TTOU XPNOIPoTToloUuvTal 0TNV BIOAOYIKA yewpyia (TT.X. XAAKOG), KaBwg

KQl N aTTayOPEUCT TWV W EYKEKPIMEVWV OUTIWV.

2.2.3 Evdexouevn e@apuoyn TnG TTPOTACNG AVAUEVETAI VA ETTIPEPEI OUCAVAAOYO KOOTOG
Kal dI0IKNTIKO POPTO TOOO OTIG APHUODIEG APXEG OO0 KAl OTOUG YEWPYOUG, OTIG TTEPITITWOEIG
MIKPWYV Kpatwyv PeAWV OTTwg n Kutrpog. EIdIKOTEPA, N UTTOXPEWTIKI EQAPUOYH KAVOVWV
OAOKANPpwHEVNG QUTOTTPOOTACIag, Adyw TNG dOMNG TNG KUTTPIAKNAG Yewpyiag, Ba eival,
EKTOG OTTO €CQIPETIKA dATTAVNPI], TTPOKTIKA QVEQPIKTN YIO TOUG TTEPIOCCOTEPOUG KUTTPIOUG
YEWPYOUG TTOU KAAAIEPYOUV TTOAAG DIOQOPETIKA €idN O€ PIKPEG EKTAOEIG, EI0IKA OTIG OPEIVEG
KAl NUIOPEIVEG TTEPIOXEG. EMITTPOOoBeTa, TOOO 01 ETMKPATOUCEG KAIPIKEG OUVOAKEG OTNV
KUT1Tpo, o1 0110ieG €UVOOUV TNV TTOAU ypriyopn avAatTuén coBapwyV EVIOPOAOYIKWY £XOpWV
KAl JUKNTOAOYIKWVY aoBeveIwv OTIG KAANIEpYEIEG, 600 Kal n attéoupaon atmod tnv EupwTraiki
ayopd onuUAvTIKOU apIBUoU QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVIWY KABIGTOUV TNV QVTIYHETWITION
QPKETWV aTTd AUTOUG TOUG £XOPOUG Kal TIG aoBEveIEG CAIPETIKA OUOKOAN, 0dnNywvTag O€
MEYAAEG QTTWAEIEG QUTIKAG TTOPAYWYNS KAl €I00OANOTOG TWV YEWPYWV. ZUVETTWG, N
EMTPOTI, AAPBAVOVTAG UTTOWN TO €VTOVO QAIVOPEVO TOU UIKPOTEPAXIOUOU TWV YEWPYIKWV
EKTAOEWV Kal TNG TTOAUKaAAIEpyEIag ava Tepdxio yng otnv KUTTpo, cup@wvei ue Tnv B€on
TNG €KTEAEOTIKNG €€ouaiag o€ emiTredo ZupPBouliou, oUuPwva Pe TNV oTToia Ba PTTopouce
va OpIoTEl PIa EAAXIOTN OUVEXNG EKTOON MPIAG KAAAIEPYEIOG OTTOU Ba 1I0XUOUV Ol KAVOVEG
TTOU QQOPOUV TN CUYKEKPIUEVN KAANIEPYEIQ, EVW VIO PIKPOTEPEG EKTAOCEIG KAANIEPYEIQG, va
epapupolovTal o1 yevIKoi kavoveg Tou dpBpou 13 Tng TTpdTacng Kavoviouou, Pe e€aipeon TIg
KaAAIEpYEIEC O€ OepuOKATTIA PE PEYAAN TTapaywyr, TTapd TO yeyovog OTI oI €V AOywW
KAANIEPYEIEG KAOTAAQUPBAVOUV OXETIKA HIKPEG EKTAOEIS. MepaITépw, N ETTITPOTIN) CUPNQPWVE JE
TNV €I0AQYNON TNG €KTEAEOTIKAG €fouaiag o€ eTTiTTeEdO ZUMPOUAIOU, OTTWG €EETAOTEI N
duvatéTnTa avaTTUgnG €I8IKWY Kavovwy oe eTTiredo Cwvng METAU KPATWV MEAWV ME
TTaPOMOIEG KOANIEPYNTIKEC KOl QYPOVOUIKEG OCUVOBNKES, TTOU va TTapéxel eueMigia yia
TEPAITEPW TTPOCAPHOYN TwV €V AOYyW Kavovwyv o0t €OVIKO €TTITTEDO, PEIWVOVTOG UE TOV
TPOTTO auTd, TOV BIOIKNTIKO POPTO, 10iWG OTa HIKPA KPATN MEAN. Zuva@wg, n €TITPOTTA
ONMEIWVEL OTI, TO YEYOVOS TNG KN UTTAPENG OUYKEKPIUEVNG TTAVEUPWTTAIKNG EPUNVEIQS TOU
OpoU «MIKPAGC» N «udIKpoueoaiag @dapuac» (“small or medium-sized farm”), omwg
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AVOQEPETAl  OTN  CUPTTANPWUATIKY  PEAETN avAAuong avTiKTUTTou TNG  EupwTrdikAg
EmTpoTim G, atmd uOVOo TOU TTPOKPIVEI TTEPAITEPW TNV AVAYKN TTPOCAPUOYNG TWV OTOXWVY TNG
TTPOTACONG OTIG IDINITEPEG OUVONKEG TWV KPATWV PEAWV — EIBIKOTEPA TWV TTOAU MHIKPWV —
WOTE N ETTITEUEN TWV ETIOIWKOUEVWY OTOXWYV va PNV gival TTapdAAnAa €€ovTwTiKr, ATOI vVa

TTPOKAAEI OUCIOOTIKI) ATTOOTEPNON TNG dUVATOTNTAG AOKNONG YEWPYIKWY dPACTNPIOTHTWV.

2.2.4 Tlepaitépw, o€ CUVAPEIQ UE TA TTIO TTAVW, N ETTITPOTIH CUPUEPICETAI TNV ATTOWN YIA
TTAPEKKAION ATTO TNV UTTOXPEWTIKA €QAPHOYN KAl KATAYPAPr) O€ NAEKTPOVIKO PNTPWO TWV
KAVOVWV OAOKANPWHEVNG QUTOTTPOOTACIOG ava KAANIEPYEIQ yIa EKUETOAAEUCEIG MIKPOU
peyEBoug. H éktaon Tng €mMBOAAG MIOG TETOIOG UTTOXPEWONG, EIOIKA O EKUETAAANEUOEIG
MIKpoU pey€Boug, Trapafidlel Tnv apxrn TnG avaAoyikoTnTag, agou cagwg UTTEpPaivel Tn
Béotmion Twv amapaitnTwy OI0TAEEWY TTPOG ETTITEUEN Twv OTOXWV TnNG TTPOTACNG.
EVaAAGKTIKA, N €MTPOTIA UTTOOTNPEICEI TNV AVATITUEN NAEKTPOVIKWY CUCTNUATWYV EiTE OTO

eTTiTTedo TNG 'Evwong €iTe o€ TTEPIPEPEIAKO ETTITTEDO, PE TN CUPPBOAN TNG idlag TG ‘Evwong.

2.2.5 H emtpot) avayvwpilel 0TI n OUXVA ETTIKOIVWVIO TWV TTAPAYWYWV Kal N AQwn
ATTOQAONG €K MPEPOUG TOUG aATTO  aveCAPTNTOUG OUPPBOUAOUG, OTTOTEAEI  CNPAVTIK
TTOPAPETPO OTO TIAQICIO TNG TIPOCTTABEIAG  €TTITEUENG OPOBNRG KAl  OAOKANPWHEVNG
QuTOoTTPpOOTACIOG (APOPO 26 TNG TPOTACNG). ZUVAQWG, N ETTITPOTIH CUMMEPICETAI TNV
arroyn OTTWG TTAPAMEIVEI N TTPOVOIA TOU APXIKOU KEINEVOU TNG TTPOTACNG YIA UTTOXPEWTIKA
A\Wn ocupPBouAAC aTTd avegdpTnTo oUUPBOUAO o€ eTAOIa BAon. MepaiItépw, KATa TNV EETAON
TOU BEuaTog evwTtmiov TNG, N €mMTPOTI éAABe OXETIKA TTANpoeopnon atrd 10 apuddio
KuBepvnTikG TuARua (TuApa ewpyiag), ocUP@wva PeE TNV OoTToid n TTAEloWn@ia Twv
oupBoUAwv otnv Kumrpo atroteAcital amd  eTaipeieg Tou  1IOIWTIKOU  TOPEQ  TTOU
OpPaCTNPIOTTOIOUVTAI OTOUG TOMEIG TNG €10QYWYNRS KAl TNG EUTTOPIOG QUTOTTPOCTATEUTIKWV
TPOIOVTWV 1], O€ WIKPOTEPN KAiMaKa, epyodotouvrial amd 1o TuAPa lewpyiag wg
OUMPBOUAeUTIKG OTEAEXN (extension officers), pe TPOTTO TTOU EVOEXOUEVWG TTPOKUTITEN {NTNUA
Kartd Toécov Ba Bewpouvral w¢ avegdptnTol yia TOUG OKOTIOUG TnG utd avagopd
vopoBeaiag. e KABe TTEPITITWOTN, AKOUA KAl OTO €vOEXOMEVO BEeTIKAG atTdvTnong OTO €V
AOYW €pWTNUA, N ETITPOTIN TTANPOPOPEITAI OTI 0 APIBUOS TWV AEITOUPYWYV AUTWYV OEV

ETTAPKEI yIa va KAAUQBOUV 01 avAYKEG OAWV TWV ETTAYYEAPATILOV XpNOTWYV oTnv KUTTpo.
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226 Téhog, n emTpotry CnTei OTTWG OlOCQANIOTEI N duvatoTNTa ETITTPOOOETNG
xpnuaroddétnong amd Tnv EE yia okotroug kaAuywng Tou augnuévou KOOTOUG yia TOUG
YEWPYOUG OTO TTAQICIO €QAPPOYNS TNG UTTO avagopd TpdTacng, wg TITUXN TNV OTToia n
Eupwtraiki Emrtpoti dAAwoe o1 AapBdvel uttdyn, dedouévou OTI UTTAPYXOUV TTAEoV
TTEPIOPIOPEVEG dUVATOTNTEG XPNHATODOTNONG VTGS TNG TpEXouoag KAIT kal TTpokeIgévou

vVa aTTOQEUXOEi EVOEXOUEVN JETAKUAION OTTOIOUBNTTOTE KOOTOUG OTOUG KATOVAAWTEG.

3. ZupTtrépaocua

YO 10 QWG Twv TTO TTAVW, N ETMTPOTIN, YE TNV TTOPOUCA CUVEICPOPA TNG, KOAEi Ta
Beopika opyava NG EE 6mmwg AdBouv dedvTwg uttdown TIG TTIO TTAVW TTaPATNPACEIS Kal
avnouxieg TNG TTPOG TNV KaTeuBuvon TnG €6100pPOTTNONG TNG ETTITEUENG TWV OTOXWV TNG
TTPOTAONG APEVOG KAI, APETEPOU, TNG OMOANG KAl apudloucag eQaPUOYAG TWV HETPWY,
AaupBavouévwy uttéwn Twv IBIAITEPOTATWY TWV KPATWYV MEAWV Kal €IOIKOTEPA TWV UIKPWV

KpaTwy.

To péhog Tng emTpoTS Kal Mpodedpog Tou Kivipatog OikoAdywv-Zuvepyaaoia MoAITwy,
OUMQWVEI PE TNV O TIAVW YvWwHn, OPwg Bewpei OT1 Ba TIPETTEl va  UTTAPXEI
XPOVOdIAYpANKa TTARPOUG aTTayOPEUoNS TWV ETTIKIVOUVWY yia Tn @UON Kal Tov AvepwTro

QUTOTTPOOTATEUTIKWY TTPOIOVTWY, OTIG TTEPIBAAAOVTIKA £URiCONTES TTEPIOXEG.

Aeukwoia, 13" louAiou 2023
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Courtesy translation

OPINION
of the

Standing Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources
of the

House of Representatives
of the

Republic of Cyprus

Submitted to the Presidents of the European Parliament, the Council and the European

Commission

Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL on the sustainable use of plant protection products and amending
Regulation (EU) 2021/2115

COM (2022) 305

1. The framework of examination of the proposal

1.1 The Standing Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources (hereinafter «the
committee») examined the said proposal in the framework of the monitoring of the
decision-making process of the European Union (EU) by the national parliaments of the
member states of the EU. The committee was adequately informed with regard to the
purpose and the content of the initial proposal of the European Commission as well as
regarding the progress of the discussions held on the text of the proposal at the EU level
during the year. However, taking into consideration the reservations expressed by the
executive, on the one hand, and the concerns of the agricultural organisations and the
farming community of Cyprus with regard to specific aspects of the legislative proposal,
even at this stage, the committee convened in several sessions, in order to discuss in
detail the course of examination of the said proposal with the executive, to receive updates
on the position of the executive at the EU level, and to provide an opportunity to the

affected agricultural organisations to express their concerns thereon.

11913/23 ML/kh 12
LIFE.3 EN



1.2 In the same framework, the committee takes into consideration that a significant
number of member states and national parliaments of the EU raise concerns on the
adverse effects of the proposal — in case of final approval — on the administrations of the

member states and on the farming community.

1.3 Furthermore, the committee welcomes the substantive efforts of the Swedish
Presidency of the Council of the EU, to which it expresses its thanks for the drafting and

promotion of a compromise text on specific Chapters of the proposed Regulation.

1.4 The Committee notes that the European Commission, at the request of the Council,

has carried out an additional impact assessment study, which was notified on 5 July 2023.

2. The position of the Committee

2.1 The Committee expresses, as a matter of principle, the position that the objective of
the gradual reduction and the safe use of plant protection products in the interest of public
health and the environment remains firm. It is of the opinion, however, that in case where
the specific conditions of the member states are not sufficiently taken into consideration,
adverse effects will be borne by the agriculture sector of Cyprus. In this respect, it shares
the reservations expressed by the parliaments of other member states of the EU. With
regard to the specificities of Cyprus, the Committee notes that our country, like other
Mediterranean countries, faces particular problems with specific plant pests such as the
Mediterranean fly and woodworms that destroy trees and forests, which cannot be
adequately controlled without the use of pesticides, and also the fact that Cyprus faces
periods of excessive rainfall that last for four years, alternated with three years of drought,
conditions favourable to the spread of organisms harmful to plants. These particularities,
the committee indicates, should be duly taken into account when the proposal for a

regulation is finalised.
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2.2 Specifically, following the examination of the legislative proposal at hand, the
committee, having taken into consideration the positions and reservations of the executive,

the affected parties and the agricultural organisations, expresses the following positions:

2.2.1 The committee recognizes the need to enact binding targets for the member states,
in order to contribute to the Union’s targets, ultimately protecting public health and the
environment from the use of plant protection products. However, it shares the
government’s concern over the proposed methodology that includes in the indicator a
higher weighing of inorganic substances such as sulphur, which is used in organic farming
due to its high active substance content and high dosage of use, without any weighting
taking into account that this substance has a lower toxicity compared to other organic
active substances. In the case of Cyprus, the said methodology leads to an excessive
increase in the trend of the indicator. Hence, the Committee supports the view that the
indicators should be established using a scientifically sound methodology, while allowing
more flexibility at the national level to adopt certain rules, including integrated pest
management guidelines, in order to take sufficient account of the specific circumstances of
the Member States, the potential for implementation of the proposed legislation, the
structure of a Member State's agriculture and the capabilities of farmers. The existence of
both options, i.e., crop or sector specific rules and guidelines, with the possibility to evolve
the guidelines adopted into mandatory rules, is an important element of flexibility in the
way integrated pest management is implemented, while ensuring a common harmonised
direction of mandatory application. Such an approach is essentially in line with the
principle of subsidiarity, according to which decisions should be taken as close as possible
to the citizens, respecting the specific conditions prevailing in the Member States and
reducing any adverse effects, while taking into account the capabilities of farmers. The
said approach is also in line with the aspect of the proportionality principle concerning the
test of the minimum legislative constraint, i.e. to allow the widest possible scope for
decision-making at national level. At the same time, an immediate implementation of the
announcement to promote viable alternatives and evaluate technological means to ensure

economic sustainability should be promoted.

2.2.2 The Committee also shares the reservations expressed by representatives of the
executive, the farming world, as well as other national parliaments in the EU regarding the
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broadness of the term "sensitive areas"” where pesticides will be banned. In this context,
there is an urgent need to redefine the concept of such areas so that the objective
pursued, namely the protection of human health and the environment, does not entail
excessive restrictions that would make it practically impossible to carry out agricultural
activities, thereby breaching the principle of proportionality. In the case of Cyprus, the ban
on all plant protection products in sensitive areas substantially limits the possibilities for
farming in areas with scattered residential development, such as communities, but also in
"Natura 2000" areas, which include crops such as cereals, vines and tree crops.
Therefore, the Committee agrees with the government's position that different (more
stringent) restrictions could apply to settlements and sites used by vulnerable groups of
the population and different restrictions to ecologically sensitive areas where agricultural
activity is carried out. The Committee considers that a ban on the use of chemical plant
protection products in areas used by the public would be reasonable, but indicates that
adaptation time will be required and increased costs to implement alternative practices will
be incurred, as acknowledged in the European Commission's supplementary impact
assessment study, which makes reference to an approximate calculation of costs,

particularly on the issue of obtaining advice.

2.2.2.1 More specifically, as regards the designation of sensitive areas in accordance with
the provisions of Articles 3(16) and 18 of the proposed Regulation, as well as the rules
governing the use of plant protection products within them, the Committee recognises, as
already mentioned, the need to adopt a strict legislative framework to protect the
environment and non-target organisms from the unnecessary and excessive use of plant
protection products in public places as well as in ecologically and environmentally
sensitive areas. However, the Committee stresses that the provisions governing the use of
plant protection products or the prohibition of their use should be based on scientific
criteria as well as on the availability of alternatives that would support efficient and

effective agricultural production in the EU.

2.2.2.2 The Committee shares the Executive's position that the proposed Regulation

should differentiate the protection afforded depending on the nature of the area:
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(a) areas designated as those utilised by vulnerable groups (e.g. playgrounds, schools,
hospitals, health centres, nursing homes) where the strictest plant protection restrictions
would apply, by prohibiting the use of all synthetic pesticides, allowing only the use of non-

synthetic formulations.

(b) areas used by the general public (public green areas, sports grounds and sports fields,
recreational areas, hotel and private house gardens in urban areas, etc.) where a lower
level of prohibitions on the use of plant protection products may be applied, taking into
account the plant protection needs of green areas and sports grounds. It is proposed to
use low-risk plant protection products in these areas, as well as products used in organic

farming, but always with a view to switching to alternatives in the long term.

(c) ecologically and environmentally sensitive areas (Natura 2000 network areas and water
protection zones): taking into account the significant agricultural production that takes
place in Natura 2000 areas, which in Cyprus amounts to 8.5% of the agricultural land
eligible for funding under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), as well as the fact that
79% of the agricultural land eligible for funding under the CAP are protected areas under
the Water Framework Directive, it is evident that there is a need for a more effective and
efficient use of agricultural land. In these areas, it is proposed to use Group 1 and 2 (low
and medium risk) pesticides and to ban the use of most Group 3 pesticides subject to
substitution, except for active substances used in organic farming (i.e., copper), and to ban

unauthorised substances.

2.2.3 A possible implementation of the proposal is expected to impose disproportionate
costs and administrative burden on both competent authorities and farmers, in the case of
small Member States such as Cyprus. In particular, due to the structure of Cypriot
agriculture, the compulsory application of IPM rules, would be not only extremely costly but
also practically impossible for most Cypriot farmers who cultivate many different crops in
small holdings, especially in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas. In addition, both
the prevailing weather conditions in Cyprus, which favour the very rapid development of
serious insect pests and fungal diseases in crops, as well as the withdrawal from the
European market of a significant number of plant protection products, render the
management of many of these pests and diseases extremely difficult, leading to large
losses of crop production and, consequently, farmers' income. The Committee therefore

agrees with the executive's suggestion to the Council that a minimum continuous area of a
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crop could be defined where the rules for that crop would apply, while for smaller areas of
a crop the general rules of Article 13 of the Regulation would apply, excluding greenhouse
crops with high yield, despite the fact that they occupy relatively small areas of land.
Furthermore, the Committee agrees with the suggestion of the executive at the Council
level to consider the possibility of developing specific rules at zone level between Member
States with similar growing and agronomic conditions, providing flexibility for further
adaptation of these rules at national level, thereby reducing the administrative burden, in
particular for small Member States. In this regard, the Committee notes that the absence of
specific European-wide interpretation of the term 'small or medium-sized farm', as stated in
the European Commission's supplementary impact analysis study, in itself further
suggests that the objectives of the proposal need to be tailored to the specific
circumstances of the Member States - particularly those of the very small ones - so that
achieving the objectives pursued is not exhaustively burdensome, i.e. it does not result in

a substantial loss of agricultural activity.

2.2.4 Furthermore, in line with the above, the Committee shares the view that a derogation
from the mandatory application and recording in an electronic register of the integrated
pest management rules by crop for small farms should be considered. The extent of the
imposition of such an obligation, especially on small farms, violates the principle of
proportionality, as it clearly goes beyond the adoption of the provisions necessary to
achieve the objectives of the proposal. Alternatively, the Committee supports the
development of electronic systems either at Union or regional level, with the contribution of

the Union itself.

2.2.5 The Committee recognises that frequent communication with producers, and the
provision of independent advice in decision-making, is an important aspect of achieving
sound and integrated pest management (Article 26 of the proposal). In this respect, the
Committee shares the view that the provision contained in the original text of the proposal
rendering the acquisition of advice from an independent consultant on an annual basis
compulsory, should be retained. Furthermore, in considering the matter before it, the
Committee has received relevant information from the relevant government department
(Department of Agriculture), according to which the majority of advisors in Cyprus consist
of private sector companies active in the import and marketing of plant protection products
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or, on a smaller scale, are employed by the Department of Agriculture as extension
officers, in such a way that questions may arise as to whether they would be considered
independent for the purposes of the proposal for a Regulation under consideration. In any
case, even if the question posed is answered in the affirmative, the Committee is informed
that the number of these officers is not sufficient to cover the needs of all professional

users in Cyprus.

2.2.6 Finally, the Committee calls upon the institutions to consider the possibility of
additional EU funding to cover the increased costs for farmers in implementing the
proposal, an aspect which admittedly, the European Commission is taking into account,
given that today, there limited funding possibilities within the current CAP and in order to

avoid any costs being passed on to the consumers.

3. Conclusion

In the light of the above, the Committee, in its current contribution, calls the EU institutions
to duly take into consideration the above comments and concerns with a view to striking a
balance between achieving the objectives of the proposal, on the one hand, and ensuring
that the measures are implemented in a smooth and appropriate manner, taking into
account the specificities of the Member States, particularly the small Member States, on
the other.

The committee member and President of the Cyprus Greens-Citizens' Cooperation Party
agrees with the above opinion, but believes that a timetable should be set for a complete
ban on the use of pesticide products dangerous to nature and humans in environmentally

sensitive areas.

Nicosia, 13t July 2023
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