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COVER NOTE 

From: Mr Thomas OSSOWSKI, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of 
Germany to the European Union 

date of receipt: 8 July 2026 

To: Ms Thérèse BLANCHET, Secretary-General of the Council of the 
European Union 

Subject: Committee of the Regions 

- Proposal for the appointment of a German member 
 

Delegations will find attached a letter, and its translation, on the proposal for the appointment of a 

German member of the European Committee of the Regions for the period 2025-2030. 
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ANNEX 

 

Permanent Representation 

of the Federal Republic of Germany 

to the European Union  

Brussels 

 

E-MAIL 

 

 

IM 4576 2026 

08-07-2026 

 
Rue Jacques de Lalaing/Jacques de Lalaingstraat 8-14,  

1040 Brussels 

 

To the 

Secretary-General of the Council of 

the European Union  

Ms Thérèse Blanchet 

Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat 175 

1048 Brussels 

 
 

Thomas Ossowski 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic of 

Germany 

to the European Union 

 

 

 

Brussels, 7 July 2026 

 

 

SUBJECT Nomination of a new member of the Committee of the Regions for the eighth term of 

office: Staatssekretär (State Secretary) Torsten Welling 

 

 

 

Dear Secretary-General, [handwritten: chère Thérèse], 

 

I would kindly ask you to initiate the appointment procedure for the following new nomination to the 

Committee of the Regions (CoR). 

 

The member of the Committee of the Regions for the federal state of Rhineland-Palatinate, retired 

plenipotentiary Heike Raab, announced her resignation from the Committee of the Regions with 

effect from 18 May 2026. 

 

The federal state of Rhineland-Palatinate has nominated Staatssekretär (State Secretary) Torsten 

Welling as a full member for the remainder of the eighth term of office. 

 

The Federal Government hereby proposes that Mr Torsten Welling be appointed as member of the 

Committee of the Regions for the remainder of the eighth term of office. 

 

(Complimentary close) 

 

[signature] 
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MINISTER-PRESIDENT OF THE STATE OF RHINELAND-PALATINATE 

 

 

 

23 June 2026 

Federal Foreign Office 

Dr Johann Wadephul, Member of the Bundestag 

Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Werderscher Markt 1 

10117 Berlin 

 

 

cc: 

Chair of the Conference of Ministers for European Affairs 

Staatssekretär (State Secretary) Florian Haßler 

State Ministry of Baden-Württemberg 

Richard-Wagner-Str. 15 

70184 Stuttgart 

 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

On 17 June 2026, the Rhineland-Palatinate State Parliament nominated Staatssekretär (State 

Secretary) Torsten Welling, Representative to the Federal Government and for Europe, Sport, 

Volunteering and Media, as a member for Rhineland-Palatinate in the European Committee of the 

Regions for the remainder of the eighth term of office from 2025 to 2030. Mr Welling succeeds the 

retired plenipotentiary, Ms Heike Raab. The necessary documents are enclosed with this letter. 

 

As Chair of the Conference of the Heads of Government of the German Länder, I request that this 

letter be sent to the Council of the European Union so that the latter can make the appointment as 

soon as possible. 

 

Thank you. 

 

(Complimentary close) 

 

[signature] 
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