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COVER NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Delegations 

Subject: Nomination of Mr Margaritis SCHINAS as Member of the European 
Commission 

  

Delegations will find attached a translation of a letter from Mr Andreas PAPASTAVROU, 

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Greece to the European Union, forwarding the letter 

from Mr Kyriakos MITSOTAKIS, Prime Minister of Greece, nominating Mr Margaritis SCHINAS 

as Member of the European Commission. 
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MARGARITIS SCHINAS 

Margaritis Schinas was born in OMISSIS in OMISSIS. He studied law at the Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki, public administration and policy at the London School of Economics, and public 

administration at the College of Europe in Bruges on a grant awarded by the Greek Ministry of 

National Economy. He also completed a Schuman research traineeship at the European Parliament. 

He has been working at the European Commission since 1990 and has held high-level posts in the 

cabinets of several Commissioners: 

 

• 1993-1994 Member of Cabinet to Commissioners Matutes and Oreja 

• 1999-2004 Deputy Head of Cabinet to European Commission Vice-President Loyola de Palacio 

• 2004-2007 Head of Cabinet to the first Cypriot Commissioner Markos Kyprianou. 

From 1994 to 1999, he was Head of Press & Information at the European Commission 

Representation in Greece. In the above posts, he was responsible for matters relating to transport, 

energy, information, culture and communication, consumers and public health. 

In September 2007, he was elected as a Member of the European Parliament for the New 

Democracy party and served as a member of the Committee on Budgets, a member of the EU-

Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee and a substitute member of the Committee on Economic and 

Monetary Affairs. After completing his term of office in July 2009, he returned to his established 

post at the Commission, initially as Deputy Head of the Bureau of European Policy Advisers of the 

President of the European Commission, and subsequently as Director in the Directorate-General for 

Economic and Financial Affairs.  

On 10 September 2014, President Juncker announced his decision to appoint Mr Schinas as 

Commission Chief Spokesperson (2014-2019). 
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