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NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Working Party on Plants and Plant Health Questions (Pesticides/Plant
Protection Products)

Working Party on Food and Food Systems (Pesticide Residues)

Subject: Commission Response to Council Decision (EU) 2022/2572 of 19
December 2022 requesting that the Commission submit a study
complementing the impact assessment of the proposal for a regulation of
the European Parliament and of the Council on the sustainable use of plant
protection products and amending Regulation (EU) 2021/2115

Delegations will find in Annex the Letter of 5 July 2023 from the Europan Commission to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Spain on the Commission Response to Council Decision (EU)
2022/2572 of 19 December 2022 requesting that the Commission submit a study complementing
the impact assessment of the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council on the sustainable use of plant protection products and amending Regulation (EU)

2021/2115.

The study attached to the letter has been published under WK 9761/23 and is also available to the

public on the Commission website: https://food.ec.europa.eu/plants/pesticides/sustainable-use-

pesticides_en.
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actions are planned, including further actions included in this study to be taken by the
Commission, as well as setting out possibilities for further action by Member States
and industry to accelerate bringing alternatives to the market.

Ensuring the availability of sufficient alternatives to chemical pesticides is an issue which has
been consistently raised in discussions with Member States, the European Parliament, and
stakeholders. To further accelerate the transition towards lower risk active substances and
biological control products, the Commission outlines possible options that co-legislators
could consider in the context of the SUR negotiations, so that even more alternatives can
reach farmers almost immediately. These measures contain notably:

e Setting shorter timelines for Member States to deliver draft assessment reports for
new biocontrol active substances.

e Allowing provisional authorisations at Member State level for biocontrol produets.

e Allowing unlimited approvals at EU level for biocontrol active substances.

The Commission will share the study attached with the European Parliament and publish it.

The Commission reiterates that the information compiled in the impact assessment and
complemented with the study attached to this letter represents all existing evidence available
to the Commission on the topic at this stage. The Commission remains committed to
continuing to work constructively with and support fully the co-legislators to deliver on this
important proposal, with a view to achieving our common objectives of protecting the health
of our citizens and the environment.

Yours sincerely,
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Marog SefSovid
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