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The Czech Senate
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The President of the Council of the European Union

Subject:

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL: A modernised Cohesion policy:
The mid-term review

[7648/25 - COM(2025) 163 final]

Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND
OF THE COUNCIL amending Regulations (EU) 2021/1058 and (EU)
2021/1056 as regards specific measures to address strategic
challenges in the context of the mid-term review

[7682/25 - COM(2025) 123 final]

Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND
OF THE COUNCIL amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1057 establishing
the European Social Fund + (ESF+) as regards specific measures to
address strategic challenges

[7690/25 - COM(2025) 164 final]

- Opinion on the application of the Principles of Subsidiarity and
Proportionality

Delegations will find enclosed the opinion' of the Czech Senate on the above.

1. The translation(s) of the opinion may be available on the Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange website (IPEX) at the
following address: https:/secure.ipex.eu/[PEXL-WEB/document/COM-2025-0123 ; https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEX] -
WEB/document/COM-2025-0163 ; https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL-WEB/document/COM-2025-0164.
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SENATE OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC

15. TERM

237"

RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE
Delivered on the 12% session held on 2™ July 2025

on the Mid-term Review of the Cohesion Policy Package

Communication from the Commission to the European parliament and the Council A
modernised Cohesion policy: The mid-term review /Senate Print No. K 038/15, COM (2025)
163/

Proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the Council amending Regulation
(EU) 2021/1057 establishing the European Social Fund + (ESF+) as regards specific measures
to address strategic challenges /Senate Print No. N 039/15, COM (2025) 164/

Proposal for a Regulation of the European parliament and of the Council amending Regulations
(EU) 2021/1058 and (EU) 2021/1056 as regards specific measures to address strategic challenges
in the context of the mid-term review /Senate Print No. N 040/15, COM (2025) 123/

The Senate
1.

1. Welcomes the European Commission's initiative to update selected cohesion policy
instruments so that the EU and Member States can respond more flexibly and effectively to
current economic, social, environmental and security challenges, and increase the resilience
of less developed regions;

2. Agrees with the Government of the Czech Republic that the mandatory reallocation of at least
15% of funds of each operational programme to new strategic priorities may be
disproportionally high, given the advanced stage of programme implementation in the Czech
Republic; therefore, supports the effort of the Government to negotiate a more meaningful
and flexible conditions to ensure that the Czech Republic can also benefit from the proposed
measures;
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I1.

Points out the potential risks associated with the removal of the limit for support for large
enterprises, which, in the absence of clearly defined rules for allocating resources between
large enterprises and small and medium-sized enterprises, could result in less financial support
being available for small and medium-sized enterprises and situation in which actual needs of
regions might not be fully addressed;

Therefore, calls on the Government, in case that it will use measures proposed in the
presented mid-term review of cohesion policy, to set a minimum percentage of financial
support allocated for small and medium-sized enterprises and integrated territorial projects,
or in the case of large enterprises, to rather use financial instruments such as guarantees or
loans, which these enterprises can utilise more easily than direct grants;

Notes that increased flexibility in cohesion policy will inevitably lead to a higher burden on
public administration authorities at all levels, and calls for the provision of adequate capacity
and technical assistance for applicants, especially small and medium-sized enterprises and
municipalities;

Requests the Government to inform the Senate no later than on 31% October 2025 about the
way this Resolution was taken into account;

Authorises the President of the Senate to forward this Resolution to the European
Commission.

Milo§ Vystréil
sign manual

President of the Senate

Stanislav Balik
sign manual

Senate Verifier
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