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COVER NOTE
From: Mr Ladislav Hamran, President of Eurojust

To: Mr Serge de Biolley, Director "Justice", General Secretariat of the
Council of the European Union

Subject: Eurojust Memorandum on Battlefield Evidence - September 2020

Delegations will find attached the second memorandum by Eurojust on 'battlefield evidence', as
published on 15 September 2020. The memorandum is also available at the website of Eurojust, see

http://eurojust.europa.eu/press/Documents/2020-09-14-FEurojust-Memorandum-on-Battlefield-

Evidence.pdf
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ANNEX

A—, EUROIUST
. — European Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation
P.O. Box 16183 — 2S00 BD The Hague = The Netherlands
D200161

Mr Serge de Bicolley

Director ‘Justice”

General Secretariat of the
Council of the European Union

Via e-mail only:

[EarinVanEvkene i ]

The Hague, 28 September 2020

2020 Eurojust Memorandum on Battlefield Evidence

Dear Mr de Biclley,

I am pleased to share with you the 2020 Eurojust Memorandum on Battlefield Evidence and its
Annex.

The Memorandum was drafted on the basis of replies from 27 countries, both Member States and
third countries, to a Eurojust questionnaire. It sets out the applicable legal framework and gives an
overview of how battlefield information is obtained from military forces and other actors. The
experience of national authorities in using battlefield information as evidence is examined, as are the
categories of battlefield evidence used. The Memorandum further addresses identified challenges
and ways to overcome them, as well as measures to strengthen information exchange.

While the previous Eurcjust Memorandum on Battlefield Evidence, published in 2018, reported
limited experience in the use of battlefield evidence, the 2020 report shows that in recent years,
several countries have used such evidence in their criminal proceedings against Foreign Terrorist

Fighters and other persons suspected of criminal offences during armed conflicts.

Eurojust will continue to facilitate the exchange of national experiences in cases involving terrorism
and core international crimes and remains committed to cooperate with all relevant partmers dealing
with battlefield information. In particular, Eurcjust will keep working together with the US
authorities on this topicin a joint effort to enhance the use of such information as evidence in criminal
proceedings.

Flease note that the Memorandum has been published on Eurcjust’s website without the Annex, The
distribution of the Annex to the Memorandum is strictly limited to the people listed on the first page
of the document and you are therefore kindly requested not to distribute this report further.
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Ladislav/Hamran
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