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As | mentioned to the Heads of State or Government during our informal dinner on 28 May
2019, I consider that — as it has already happened in the past® - use should be made af the
possibility provided in the second paragraph of Article 246 TFEU, meaning thai resigning
Commissioners will not be replaced. The term of the curvent Commission ends on 31 Ociober
2019 according to the Treaties. This means that the scheduled remaining term af affice after
he constiiution of the new Parliament amounts 1o cly four months, Moreover, this
Commission's well-established practice of werk in Project Teams ensures that several
Members of the Commission are involved in all files. This means that under my gidance,
Members of the Commission are well placed and Silty capable of stepping in for departing
colleagues. I also note that the Commission's focus in these last months is on the adoption by
the co-legislators of pending proposals, rather than on new policy inftiatives.

! therefore do not consider it necessary for the remaining months thar the few departing
Members of the Commission ave replaced. This i particularlv 5o in light of the
disproporiionate fingneial burden entailed by such shor-tertn appointments, to which public
opinion — understandably — will be particularly sensitive.

{ would be grateful if you could inform the Council that | will present, in due course, the
necessary formal proposal wunder Article 246, third paragraph, TFEU, for the Council to
decide, acting unanimously, that the vacancies do not need to be Jilled for ihe remainder of the
mandate. | weuld like ro wnderline thar this is withous prejudice io the composition of the
Commission av of the beginning of the new mandate, which will continge 1o include one
national per Member State unless the Euwropean Cowncil, acting unanimously, decides

atherwise.

I ook forward 3 a swift reaction from the Council, so that this important maiter is clariffed as

Tast as posxilile.

Yours sincerely,

¥ Counell Decision 1900493 on the campasition of the Commission fnot to replaee MM, Sanrer and Bangemann and
Mz Barino), OF 28.7.7909 [, 192553,
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