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Subject: REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE

COUNCIL amending Regulation (EU) 2023/1115 as regards provisions
relating to the date of application (first reading)

Outcome of the written procedure initiated by CM 5479/24

— Adoption of the legislative act

= END OF WRITTEN PROCEDURE

Delegations are informed that the written procedure, opened by CM 5479/24 of 17 December 2024
was completed on 18 December 2024 at 15h10 and that all delegations voted in favour of the
adoption of the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation
(EU) 2023/1115 as regards provisions relating to the date of application, as set out in

PE-CONS 98/24.

The required qualified majority has been reached. Therefore, the above Regulation is adopted.

The statements by Austria, Sweden and the Commission are reproduced in the Annex to this CM.
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The above statements will be included in the summary of acts adopted by written procedure as
statements to be entered in the Council minutes, in accordance with the third subparagraph of

Article 12(1) of the Council’s Rules of Procedure.
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ANNEX
Statement by Austria

Austria shares the overall objectives of the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), to halt
deforestation and forest degradation worldwide. These objectives must be achieved through
proportionate and efficient measures, focusing resources and enforcement efforts on regions where
deforestation is actually taking place. This would constitute minimal administrative burden for both
businesses and authorities alike and must especially apply to countries with low deforestation risk,
while providing legal certainty for all actors along the value chain. Austria was thus amongst the
first to call for a postponement of the date of application of the EUDR and refers to its note
submitted as an AOB to the AGRIFISH Council on 26 March 2024.

Austria welcomes, that an agreement could be reached that foresees a postponement of the
application date of the EUDR by one year, as well as the envisaged review by the Commission by
June 2028 to analyse additional measures to simplify and reduce the administrative burden and will
thus vote in favour of the text. At the same time, Austria regrets that there was insufficient time to
discuss further administrative simplifications. During the extended transition period, work must
continue on improving and developing a simple and practical solution for implementing the
regulation, particularly considering SMEs and ensuring a fair level playing field. Unfair competitive
conditions for European companies must be prevented especially through a well-functioning EUDR

Information System that is tailored to the needs of businesses along the value chain.

Austria calls on the Commission to further improve the FAQs and Guidelines, in close cooperation

with the Member States and the economic sectors affected by the EUDR.
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Statement by Sweden

Sverige har sedan forordningens antagande bidragit i sdvél formellt som informellt arbete med att
reda ut férordningens manga oklarheter. Till f6ljd av aterstdende otydligheter har Sverige sedan
februari 2024 efterfragat en senareldggning av tillimpningsdatum for att medge ett ordnat och
rattssdkert genomforande for juridiska och fysiska personer. Sverige anser att kommissionens
forslag om 12 ménaders senareldggning dr i underkant av vad som behdvs, i synnerhet for
smabrukare i tredjeland. Kommissionens informationssystem (EUIS) méste d4ven fungera
dndamalsenligt i god tid fore forordningen ska borja tillimpas sa att foretag kan anpassa sin
verksamhet. Vidare medfor Kommissionens viagledningsdokument och nya fragesvar ytterligare

oklarheter som behdver redas ut i god tid fore forordningen ska borja tillimpas.

Sverige anser att det finns ett behov av att forenkla bestimmelserna och bedomer att ytterligare
insatser behdvs fran kommissionen for minskad administrativ borda for foretag. Sverige vilkomnar
att iven Europaparlamentet tycks dela den uppfattningen. Andringar behdver goras utifrin
konsekvensutredda forslag som inte snedvrider konkurrens eller riskerar skapa skevheter.
Overgripande kvarstar problemet att foretagen, till f6ljd av forordningen, méter oproportionerligt
hog administrativ borda for att undvika oproportionerligt harda sanktioner eller oproportionerliga
negativa ekonomiska konsekvenser. Bestimmelserna i1 forordningen och dess tillimpning behdver
bli mer proportionerliga, bade avseende administrativ borda och sanktioner, inklusive avseende
tillbakadragande av produkter som siljs i bulk. Sverige anser fortsatt att en smalare och mer
funktionell forordning hade bidragit mer till hdllbar global utveckling. Foreslagen tidsplan for
genomforande dr dock battre dn nuldget, varfor Sverige stddjer att senareldgga tillimpningen.
Sverige vilkomnar kommissionens forpliktande uttalande om att minska administrativa bérdor som
inkom i samband med trilogen och uppmanar kommissionen att strava sa langt som mojligt inom
ramen for befintlig férordning och att vidta en 6versyn med inriktning av att forenkla regelverket
fore 2028. Oversynen bor dven omfatta en analys av mojligheten att ytterligare forenkla for ravaror

och produkter fran ldnder eller delar av ldnder med lag risk for avskogning och skogsforstorelse.
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Statement by the Commission

The Commission remains committed to easing the burden on businesses by reducing administrative

requirements and eliminating unnecessary bureaucratic burdens.

To achieve this in relation to Regulation (EU) 2023/1115, the Commission will provide further
clarifications and explore additional simplifications, and streamline reporting and documentation
obligations, to keep them to a necessary minimum, in full compliance with the objectives of the
Regulation. To this effect and to address these issues, the Commission will publish an updated
edition of the Guidelines and Frequently Asked Questions. The Commission will also continue
responding to feedback from stakeholders and Member States, assisting the traders and operators in
implementation, in particular with regard to the obligation to submit due diligence statements

throughout the value chain.

In order to allow traders and operators, in collaboration with competent authorities, to be in a
position to meet the requirements of the Regulation, the Commission is prioritising the
operationalization of the Information System. The benchmarking risk categorisation is also key to
ensure predictability in the application of the Regulation for operators, traders, producing countries
and competent authorities. The Commission strongly commits to ensure that both the Information
System and the proposal for the risk classification should be available as soon as possible but no

later than six months before the Regulation enters into application.

In the context of the general review of the Regulation, expected no later than 30 June 2028, the
Commission will analyse, based where appropriate on an impact assessment, additional measures to
simplify and reduce the administrative burden. This analysis will include the need for and the
feasibility of reduced requirements in relation to sourcing from countries and parts thereof that have

achieved positive results in line with the objectives of the Regulation.
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