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COMMUNICATION 

INFORMATION 

Contact: natparl@consilium.europa.eu 

Tel./Fax: +32.2-281.4271/+32.2-281.4933 

Subject: Application of Ukraine for membership of the European Union 

– Transmission to Member States' Parliaments 
  

On 28 February 2022, the President of Ukraine submitted to the President of the Council of the 

European Union the application of Ukraine to become a member of the European Union1 2. 

I am pleased to notify you of this application. 

 

 

The Secretary-General 

 

                                                 
1 Annex I. Application (in Ukrainian).  
2 Annex II. Translation of the Application.  
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ANNEX II 

 

The President of Ukraine 

Kyiv, 28 February 2022 

Your Excellency, 

Ukraine herewith, as a European state respecting the values enshrined in the Article 2 of the 

Treaty on European Union, has the honour to apply, in accordance with the Article 49 of the 

Treaty on European Union, for membership of the European Union. 

A Joint Statement of the Ukrainian state authorities on the application of Ukraine for 

membership of the European Union is attached. 

 

Sincerely, 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

H.E. Mr Emmanuel Macron 

President of the French Republic 

Presidency of the Council of the European Union 

Paris 

 

CC: 

H.E. Mr Charles Michel  

President of the European Council 

H.E. Ms Ursula von der Leyen  

President of the European Commission 

H.E. Ms Roberta Metsola  

President of the European Parliament 

Brussels
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Joint Statement by the President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the Chairman of the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Ruslan Stefanchuk and the Prime Minister of Ukraine Denys 

Shmyhal on Ukraine's application for membership of the European Union 

We, representatives of the authorities in Ukraine, 

reaffirming that Ukraine is a European state that shares European democratic values, set out in 

Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union of 1992 and the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU of 

1957, in particular respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and 

human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities; 

having regard to Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union, according to which any European 

State which respects the said values may apply for membership of the Union; 

considering that Ukraine has historically been an integral part of European civilisation, including 

the Christian State of Rus' with its capital in Kyiv, and that the roots of the political and legal 

traditions of democracy and the rule of law in Ukraine date back to the ancient democratic city-

states, the Slavic popular councils (viche) of the Middle Ages, the Magdeburg Law of self-

governing cities and the Constitution of the Hetman Pylyp Orlyk of 1710, written in the spirit of the 

Enlightenment; considering that the strategic course towards Ukraine's acquisition of full 

membership of the European Union has been defined and enshrined in the Constitution of Ukraine; 

considering the unequivocal support of the vast majority of the Ukrainian people for the Ukrainian 

state’s European course; 

underlining that, on the modern geopolitical map of the world, Ukraine has a strategically important 

place, between on the one side a free and human-oriented world, where democratic values and 

freedom prevail, and on the other side a part of the world now moving along the way of domination 

of authoritarian leaders over man and his freedoms; 

emphasising the historic juncture at which Ukraine and the entire civilised world find themselves 

owing to the Russian Federation’s war against Ukraine, because of its European and Euro-Atlantic 

course of development; 

considering the significant and dynamic progress made by Ukraine in the implementation of the 

Association Agreement between Ukraine and the EU and the regulatory approximation of Ukrainian 

legislation to the vast majority of EU legal norms; 
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taking into account the tangible progress of the economic integration between Ukraine and  

he EU made possible by the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area, and noting that the EU has 

been Ukraine's main trading partner for almost ten years, its share of the total trade of the state 

again reaching more than 40% in 2021; 

 

whereas Ukraine is already involved in European processes through integration into the internal 

markets of the EU, in particular the energy market, and joins key EU policy initiatives, in particular 

the European Green Deal; 

whereas Ukraine suffered greatly from the communist and Nazi regimes and that Ukraine's 

contribution to the victory over Nazism was recognised by the admission of the Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic among the founding members of the United Nations in 1945; 

having regard to the fact that the historic decision on Ukraine's independence was proclaimed by the 

Parliament of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic on 19 August 1991 and confirmed by an all-

Ukrainian referendum on 1 December 1991, with more than 90% of the votes in favour; 

whereas independent Ukraine reaffirmed its commitment to peace in 1994 with its unprecedented 

decision to give up its nuclear arsenal, the world's third biggest; 

underlining that Ukraine is now a pluralistic democracy and that the Ukrainian people has 

demonstrated its love of freedom and commitment to European values, halting the threat to 

democracy in 2004 with the popular protests of the Orange Revolution and again in 2013-14 with 

the unprecedented Euromaidan protests, costing the lives of some one hundred Ukrainian patriots, 

under the European flag, after the government tried to refuse to sign the Association Agreement 

with the EU; 

whereas the Ukrainian nation is showing unprecedented resilience, and remains united and 

consolidated in the struggle against the ongoing aggression by the Russian Federation, which seeks 

to deny Ukrainian statehood, destroy Ukraine as an independent state, deprive our country of the 

right to choose its foreign policy course and “denazify Ukraine”, aiming at the genocide of the 

Ukrainian people; 
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on behalf of Ukraine and all Ukrainians who have fought and continue to fight for an independent, 

integral and free European state; 

based on the application for EU membership submitted by Ukrainian civil society at the Eastern 

Partnership Summit in Riga on 21 May 2015: 

We are submitting this application for membership of the European Union and request it to 

be considered under a special procedure. 

We firmly believe that the historic process of forming a family of European nations will be 

incomplete if Ukraine remains outside the European Union. 

The success of Ukraine's European integration will be a significant contribution to the stability and 

security of the European continent and will have far-reaching positive transformational effects 

throughout Eastern Europe and the post-Soviet space. 

It will also contribute to the prosperity of Europe by fully unleashing the enormous potential of the 

Ukrainian economy. 

We are fully aware of all the difficulties related to the fulfilment of the membership criteria. We are 

confident that Ukraine, having paid such a heavy price for its European choice and for Europe's 

security, will be able to walk this path despite the obstacles in meeting all these criteria in order to 

finally join the European family. 

We call on the European societies and states that have demonstrated unity with the people of 

Ukraine during Russia's ongoing war not only against Ukraine but also against the entire civilised 

world to show solidarity with Ukraine and support its membership of the European Union. 

We call on the European Union to immediately start the formal procedure which will lead to the 

formal granting to Ukraine of status as a candidate for membership of the European Union. 

President of Ukraine Chairman of the 

Verkhovna Rada of 

Ukraine 

Prime Minister of Ukraine 

   

Volodymyr Zelenskyy Ruslan Stefanchuk Denys Shmyhal 

 


	Sincerely,
	Volodymyr Zelenskyy
	CC:
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	 Guarantee of Integrity and Authenticity


	



