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- Declaration

With a view to the meeting of the Special Committee on Agriculture on 10 May 2016, delegations

will find in Annex the text of the G7 Niigata Agriculture Ministers' Meeting Declaration.
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G7 Miigata
-

G7 Niigata Agriculture Ministers' Meeting Declaration
-Open up a road to a new era with the world-
Agriculture Ministers' Meating

We, the Mimisters of Agniculture of the G7 members, gathered to discuss further strengthening global food secunty
and nuirition from the perspective of policies for sustainable agriculture in Niigata, cne of the main rice-producing
areas with a nch rnural landscape in Japan. on Apnl 23 to 24, 2016

We have successfully placed food security at the core of the global agenda, following the first G8 Agriculture
Ministers’ Meeting m 2009 in Italy.

We recognize that the agricultural sector plays an important role in ensuring global foed security, particularly
in an era of rapid urbanization. In Niigata we came together to address emerging challenges to our agricultural
sectors, with the hope that the actions we undertake will benefit other countries facing sinmlar challenges.

We identified three new challenges. First, the increasing average age of farmers in developed countries,
combined with the lack of younger farmers entering the sector, poses a major challenge to future agricultural
production. In areas where farmers are major sources of rural vitality, commumity-based activities such as
maintenance of common-use imgation systems, landscapes conservation, or preventive actions for disaster
resilience are also at risk of deterioration. Second. increased demand for a safe, nutntious and vaned food
supply, driven by global population growth, rapid whanization and diversification of dietary preferences puts
stresses on our food supply capacity, and underlines the need for niral and wban cocperation. Third, extreme
weather due to chimate change is puthng new pressures on natural resources and famung systems.

We need to take action on these issues, including the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change adopted in 2015. We should support farmers who
face these economic, demographic, and environmental challenges of the new era. We should also promote and
recognize the vanous roles of sustainable agnculture and rural areas, melding conservation of biodiversity and
characteristic landscapes for future generations as well as urban-rural linkages as 1dentified at the Global Forum
for Feod and Agriculture Comnmumnigue 2016. We believe that the G7 has a specific role to play so as to
overcome these challenges through supporting both farming and non-farming activities and developing good
practices and models. In this regard. we are committed to expanding farming oppertunities and revitalizing rural
communities, improving sustamable agricultural producthon/productivity and food supply capacity, and supporting
the sustamability of asnculture, forestry and fishenes. In meeting these challenges and carrying out the actions we
have decided, we will do so in a manner consistent with our international trade commutments.

I Eevitalizing Rural Areas and Increasing Farmers’ Income
We are committed to expanding farming opporfunities and revitalizing rural commmmities. We will enhance
the robustmess of agnculture, as well as maintain and strengthen adequate services and infrastructures in nural
commumities. We will, therefore, take actions as follows:

1.  Empowering Farmers: Motivated. skilled and enterpnsing farmers are essential for the growth of the
agricultural sector. We will help farmers ephance their capability and skills by prometing knowledge
transfer on voluntary and mutially agreeable terms; applying this transferred knowledgze on the ground
and in vocational tramning; and by facilitaing access to ICT, precision farmung, and agricultural
imnovations. We will also encourage new and motivated entrants to the farming and the agri-food sector
and 1dentifyy business models that provide opportumties for new entrants.

bed

Increasing Opportunities for Women and Youth in the Agricultural Sector: Gender equality and
women empowerment as well as enhancing youth’s participation in agriculture and feed systems can
transform rural areas and stimulate inclusive development. We promote and wish to strengthen women
and youth’s active involvement mn farm ownership, famm management, marketimg and other agncultural
and agri-food related activities, as well as improving equal access to land and other assets so as to
improve mncomes and livelihoods. In suppert of these objectives and of the Sustainable Development
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Goals targets on gender equality, we will hold an international forum for sharing information on relevant
policy challenges and successes of policy measures which empower women and youth in the agnculfure
and food systems.

3. Expansion of Farmers' Participation in Food Value Chains: Establishing and promoting local
regional, and infernational linkages in food value chaims (FVCs), as well as encouraging farmers to
partlﬂpate m FVCs that incorporate agri-food processing, distribution and service sactors. 1s expected to
increase ncome i agriculture and nal areas. We will suppert farmers to maximize the value of their
agricultural products, including through farmers” organizations and cooperatives, which can confribute to
ensunng that FVCs’ value-added is distnibuted to rural areas and farmers. We welcome works on FVCs
and these related to intemational linkage conducted by Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United MNations (FAO) and Orgamsation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
respectively, and call on Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) to conduct a
survey to promote value addition to agn-foed products.

4. Global Responsible Investment and Trade for FVCs: FResponsible global agn-food mvestment is
cntically mmportant for upgrading FVCs, in particular in developing countries. We share the view that it is
important that farmers, food processors, and retailers should benefit from such investment. We will strive
for better application of intemationally recogmized labor, social and environmental standards,
principles and commitments in particular the globally-agreed Principles for Responsible Investment
in Agriculture and Food Systems (CFS-FAIL. We welcome the recently adepted OECD-FAQ
Guidance for Responsible Agmculfural Supply Chains and encourage our enterpnises to observe it. We
also welcome the New Alliance Analytical Framework for Responsible Land-Based Investments
presented dunng the Leadership Council Meeting of the New Alhance for Food Security and
Nutrition of hume 2015. We acknowledged the IILIPﬂl'taIlﬂ! of developmg appropnate financial
instruments for the capital needs of farmers and rural enterpnses and of disseminating knowledge to
improve the role of the farm sector m FVCs to strengthen the role of agnculture in the whele food cham
We recognize the joint responsibility of governments and business to foster sustainable FVCs and
encourage best practices. We will hold a G7 Forum on Investment in the Agn-Food Sector to
benchmark best-practices, exchange policy expeniences on access to credit and facilitatmg responsible
mvestments in agriculture and agnbusiness, especially in developing countries, gathering all relevant
stakeholders m an inclusive manner Enabling the environment for job creation and inclusive growth in
the agri-food sector of developing countries can alleviate the causes of nural exodus and iregular
migration. Agni-foed trade, through transparent and well-finctioning markets and in line with the WTO
commitments, also conmbutes to promoting FVCs globally and opeming new opporfunuties for mural
producers. In addition, trade can contribute te reducing food price volatility.

LA

Optimal and Sustainable Use of Assets in Rural Areas: Increasing sustainable agricultural production
and value addition in the agri-food sector cannot be achieved without secure access to and efficient use of
assets m mural areas. Sustamnable use of natural resources. such as land, soil and water, 1s an essential basiz
of high-performing agricultural activities. We value the landscapes and the ymique food culture of rural
commumities. Recognizing the importance of miral regions and commumities to our individual economies,
we will promote diversification activifies beyond pnmary production in rural areas that mcrease incomes
of both farmers and non-farmers in rural areas. We will pursue policies for the efficient, sustainable and
smart management and use of land. soil and water, ensuring legitimate and secure land temure nghts in
line with the Voluntary Guidelines on the Fesponsible Govemance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries
(VGGT).

II.  Improving Sustainable Agricultural Production/Productivity and Food Supply Capacity
We are commutted to improve agmcultural production and productivity in a sustamnable way in order to
contribute to global food security and mutrition, responding to the mereasingly diversified demands of global
consumers and the challenges on the supply side such as the aging of farmers and climate change. We will,
therefore, take actions as follows:

6. Promoting R&D and Technologies: Meeting future food needs while tacklmg sustammabality challenges
and improving pecple’s quality of life requires strategies and investments in R&D. technologies,
imnovation, know-how, skills and their transfer on volhuntary and mutually agreeable terms to farmers.
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10.
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The intemational agricultural research agenda has to become mereasingly interdisciplinary and practice
onented New equipment adapted to the local context, as well as broadband and ICT and big data have
the potential to help to expand foed supply capacity. We will promote further R&D, including research
for alternative proten sources in the feed cham, for example using umitilized biotic resource such as
insects for feed in agquaculture, and will facilitate work under mmitilateral frameworks such as
Censultative Group on Intemational Agricultural Research (CGIAR), Wheat Initiative and OECD
Co-operative Research Programme on Biclogical Resource Management for Sustamable Agmcultural
Systems (CEF). We will also focus on human resource development for young researchers.

Fight against Animal and Plant Diseases and Biological Threats: Transboundary Animal Diseases
(TADs) and pests may pose a serious threat to the global foed supply and also to human health directly.
We commit to the “One Health approach™ that emphasizes relaionships between ammal and human
health to combat disease. We will also promote intemnational cooperation to tackle the threat through
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), FAOQ and World Health Organization (WHO), including
Codex Alimentarms. as well as Intemnational Plant Protection Convention (IFPC). We reaffirm the G7's
commitments to assist countries to implement the WHO regulations (THE) mchuding through the Global
Health Secunty Agenda (GHSA) and 1ts common targets in 2014. We intend to advocate for emergency
management of infectious disease and capacity building in SPS areas, especially in countries and regions
with underdeveloped infrastructure. We also applaud activities that led to the eradication of nnderpest
under the leadership of OIE and FAO supporting the ongoing post-eradication activities. We encourage
QIE and FAQ efforts to eradicate major diseases such as the PPE. (Peste des Petits Fuminants). We
welcome the mitiative of Global Strategic Alhances for the Coordination of Research on the Major
Infectious Dizeases of Animals and Zoonoses (STAR-IDAZ).

Combatting Antimicrobial Eesistance: Antimicrobial Resistance (AME) 15 a confimrmed and wvery
serious threat to global health, food production and the environment. We have decided to respond to
AMRE. at global, remional, and national levels. We fully support the recently adopted WHO Global
Action Plan on AME. We will develop or review and effectively implement our national action plans
and support other countries as they develop their own national action plans. We encourage efforts to
ensure prudent use of antibiotics! in human and animal sectors and agriculture and therefore to phase out
the use of antibiotics for growth promotion in animals in the absence of nisk analysis and to strive to
preserve the use of antibiotics only for therapeutic reasons n human and veternary medicine. We
encourage other counfries to participate in relevant activities, in cooperation with OIE, FAQ and WHO,
including Codex, as well as QECD.

Establishing a Cooperation Framework: We decided to establish a cooperation framework for
technical information shaning among veterinary authonties of G7 to accelerate the One Health approach
to complement existing mechanisms, in order to tackle the global commeon challenges in public and
animal health such as TADs, Biclogical-threats and AME. We welcome Japan’s willingness to host the
first session.

Reducing Food Loss and Waste: G20 Agnicultural Mimisters have highhshted the extent of food loss
and waste as a global problem of enormous economic, environmental, and societal sigmificance. We
welcome the launch of the Techmical Platform on the Measurement and Reduction of Food Losses and
Waste which G20 mvited FAQ and The Intemational Food Policy Fesearch Institute (IFPEI) to
develop. We encourage G7 members to use the platform to share value-added appreaches to reduce food
loss and waste. Food waste prevention strateges will help to meet the 2030 Agenda targets on sustamable
consumption and production.

Meeting Needs for Nutrition: Malnumtion remains a key challenge and deserves our confinmous efforts,
in particular towards eliminating undemutriion. Education on food and nuirition plays an important role
in tackling health problems including obesity and non-commumicable diseases. which worsen quality of
Iife and require increasing public expenditure in health. We recognize the United Nations Declaration of
2016 as the Inftemational Year of Pulses and the contmbutions pulses make to improve nutrition

1 Moting differences in the G7 member definitions of the term antibiotics and referring here to thoss antibiotics with an impact on
buman health.
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worldwide. We will foster policy on food and nufntion education, mcluding education of nutrition
improvement and food safety, in cooperation with all relevant stakehelders, including farmers and food
industries. Agmg populations and vulnerable groups have specific nutnent needs and access difficulties
(such as swallowing disorders). Development of preducts to meet these nutriional needs can represent
new market opportumities.

2. Reliable Statistics and Data for Agricultural and Food Security Policy: Monitormg our own food

supply capacity and bemg conscious of the changing structure of global food demand and supply 1s a
basis for 2 good agricultural policy. Reaffirming our support for Agrienltural Market Information System
(AMIS), we promote the development of rehable and comparable statistics across all countmes. We

recognize the importance of the Global Open Data for Agneulture and Nutntion (GODAN) initiative,

which makes agricultural and nutritional data available, accessible and useable by stakeholders
globally.

I Realizing Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

We are commuitted to supperting the sustainability of agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and revitalizing nural
commmmities, acknowledzing their vulnerability to chimate change as well as their positive externalities such
as conservation of biodiversity. We are also committed to supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda

as well as the Paris Agreement. We will, therefore, take actions as follows:

13.

14.

16.

International Research Cooperation for Climate Change: Outcome-based, wide-ranging research on
chmate change benefits the globe. We will support the Global Fesearch Alliance on Agncultural
Greenhouse Gases (GFA) and recognize the importance of the Global Alliance for Climate Smart
Agriculture (GACSA) and other climate change/agniculture-related intermational platforms to crease
research cooperation. share results, and facilitate effective knowledge and skills fransfer on voluntary and
mutually agreeable terms. We will share cur knowledge and experience on carbon stock in forests and
agnicultural soils while recogmizing the importance of the 4/1000 Intiative and the work of FAC’s Global
Soil Partmership. We will follow these mitiatives which address climate change 1ssues n a concerted
manner, by means of organizing a G7 Follow-up side event during COP22. We promote the appropriate
conservation and utibzation of plant genetic resources, which confmbute to the development of new
varieties. In this respect, we recognize the significant role of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Besources for Feed and Agneculture (ITPGRFA) and its Multilateral System of Access and
Benefit-Sharing, as well as the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Nagoya Protocol.

Resilient Infrastructure, Land and Forests: The scale and frequency of extreme weather events and
natural disasters are increasing and they are becoming the “new normal™ We will promote the
development and rehabilitation of agncultural infrastructure, and managing land. soils, biodiversity, water
and forests in order to strengthen resiience to chmate change and natural disasters and mamtan the
agricultural production potential.

Agriculture and Ecosystems: All forms of agneultwe, including climate-smart, orgamic and
ecosystem-based agriculture, should be sustainable and, where pessible, contribute to biediversity and the
health of global ecosystems. We are commutted to sharing best practice and evaluation methodologies.

Sustainable Forest Management and Eliminating Tlegal Logging: Sustamable forest management
contributes to sustainable development by providing economic, social, and environmental benefits, such
as sustainable livelihoods, prevision of valuable, carbon neutral raw materials, climate change mitigation
and adaptation. biodiversity conservafion, sustainable soil and land management, and watershed
protection. We will continue to support infegrated approaches to land use for sustamable forest
management —including restoration, afforestation, and use of planted forests—to prevent deforestation,
conserve and restore forest ecosystems and ecosystem services. inclundmng the conservation of forests and
wetlands, and to promote secure forest temure as well as training, capacity building and knowledge
transfer i the field of sustainable forestry practices. especially for small producers, to improve
efficiency. We are determined to take appropriate measures to improve forest governance, eliminate
illegal logzing and asseciated frade, and support the use of legally harvested and sustainably produced
timber.
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17. Sustainable Fisheries Resources Management: Sustamable use of marine fisheries rescurces and
sustamable practices m aquaculture confmbute to food secunty. Mimsters. who are responsible for
fisheries, promote appropriate stock management, through relevant regional fishenies management
orgamzations and other intemational frameworks. They commit to efforts to ensure the implementation of
measures and regulations ammed at preventing illegal, umreported and wnregulated (IUUT) fishing and
encourage third countries and dedicated regional and infemational organizations to step up efforts. They
welcome the support voiced by G7 Foreizn Ministers in their 2013 Declaration on Mantime Security and
the anti-TULT recommendations of the G7 High-level Meeting on Maritime Security 2013, They also
welcome cooperation on preventing the expansion of fishing in exsting fishenes, the development of
new fishenies, and other activities that may affect resources or habitat, unless prior assessment of its
impact on the long-term sustamability of aquatic resources and marine biodiversity is conducted. They
support efforts to assist developing countries evaluate their own fishing practices to reduce negative
impacts on marine ecosystems. They will promote measures that conserve species and critical habitats.

We, the Mimsters of Agniculture of the G7 members, expect that these efforts will be mplemented on a vohmtary
basis and in close cooperation with one ancther We also call on international organizations, inchiding FAQ and
OECD. as well as G20 members to advance these efforts.

We take note Japan's five-year-long efforts to recover from the Great East Japan Earthquake which occurred
m 2011, applauding the support from all over the world for accelerating the reconstruction. We confirm that
import restrictions should be consistent with WTO mules including the Agreement on the Application of
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) based on scientific knowledge and evidence. We
commit to respect these rules and that agreement. We hope that the reconstruction in the affected areas will be
achieved at the earliest time possible.

Furthermore, we express our sincere solidanity to the people affected by the recently cccured devastating
earthquakes mm Kumameoto and Oita areas of Japan, as well as to all those who are suffering from natural
disasters around the world.
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