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INFORMATION NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Permanent Representatives Committee/Council 

Subject: Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND 
OF THE COUNCIL amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third 
countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing 
the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that 
requirement (Kosovo*) 

- Outcome of the European Parliament's first reading,  

(Strasbourg, 25 to 28 March 2019) 
 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The rapporteur, Tanja FAJON (S&D, SI), presented a report on behalf of the Committee on Civil 

Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, aiming at taking over the Commission proposal for a regulation 

of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing the third 

countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those 

whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (Kosovo*). 

                                                 
* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with 

UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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In addition, the EFDD political group tabled one amendment (amendments number 1) and ENF 

political group tabled one amendment (amendment number 2), both proposing to reject the 

Commission proposal. 

II. VOTE 

When it voted on 28 March 2019, the plenary rejected the amendments number 1 and 2 and the 

Parliament adopted its first-reading position by taking over the Commission proposal.  

The European Parliament's legislative resolution is set out in the Annex hereto†. 

 

                                                 

† The version of the Parliament's position in the legislative resolution has been marked up to 

indicate the changes made by the amendments to the Commission's proposal. Additions to the 

Commission's text are highlighted in bold and italics. The symbol " ▌" indicates deleted text. 
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ANNEX 

28.3.2019 

Listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when 

crossing the external borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that 

requirement (Kosovo) ***I 

European Parliament legislative resolution of 28 March 2019 on the proposal for a regulation 

of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EC) No 539/2001 listing 

the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external 

borders and those whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (Kosovo) 

(COM(2016)0277 – C8-0177/2016 – 2016/0139(COD))  

 

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council (COM(2016)0277)), 

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 77(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 

European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to Parliament 

(C8-0177/2016), 

– having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

– having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs and 

the opinion of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A8-0261/2016), 

1. Adopts its position at first reading, taking over the Commission proposal; 

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, substantially 

amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal; 

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the national 

parliaments. 

                                                 
  This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 

1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence. 
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