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Romanian Parliament
Senate

Bucharest, 3 February 2016

OPINION
of the ROMANIAN SENATE

regarding the Proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF
THE COUNCIL on the approximation of the laws, regulations and administrative provisions
of the Member States as regards the accessibility requirements for products and services

COM(2015) 615 final

The Romanian Senate examined the Proposal for a DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on the approximation of the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions of the Member States as regards the accessibility requirements for
products and services - COM(2015) 615 final - according to the provisions of the Treaty of
Lisbon (Protocol no. 2).

Taking into account the joint report of January 29, 2016 of the permanent Committee for
European Affairs and the Juridical Committee for discipling, immunities and validations, and
the supplementary joint report of the permanent Committee for European Affairs and the
Juridical Committee for discipline, immunities and validations, the Plenum of the Senate,
during its session of February 2, 2016, decided as follows:

I.  The proposal complies with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality.

II. The following are noted:

a. The importance of this Directive for harmonizing at EU level the accessibility for
products and services;

b. The establishing of common requirements for the accessibility of certain key
products and services;

¢. The lack of detailed description of how the accessibility requirements are to be
applied to a product or service, and the description of only a number of general
principles;

d. The divergence of national laws on accessibility requirements, which could
accentuate as Member States implement their obligations under the CRPD
accessibility.

IIL. The following are considered necessary:
a. Clarification of details of the way(s) of application of this Directive:
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b. Development of the European Commission guidelines to help Member States in
the transposition and correct implementation of the Directive:
¢. Choosing a simplified procedure for conformity assessment procedures and

existing market surveillance.

IV.1t is considered sensitive and important:
a. Inherent occurrence of additional costs through:
i. Redesigning products;

1. Introduction of additional information on labels;

ii. Providing vsers with additional formats (audio / Brai) for instructions and
the user manual of the product, so that the products meet all requirements

of the draft directive,

V. The following are recommended:

a. Introducing accessibility requirements in a way that economic operators of the

Member States are not substantially affected;

b. Facilitating free access to information, mainly to the know-how of the European
countries experienced in the application of the current Directive;

(=]

benefits;

Prioritizing clear scope of the directive, according to the economic and social

d. Economic impact analyzes prior to application deployment decision for a more

accurate evaluation.

President of the Senate
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Cilin POPESCU-TARICEANU
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Parlamentul Roméniei
Senat

Bucuresti, 3 februarie 2016

OPINIE

privind Propunerea de Directivd a Parlamentului European si a Consiliului de apropiere a
actelor cu putere de lege si a actelor administrative ale statelor membre in ceea ce priveste
ceringele de accesibilitate aplicabile produselor si serviciilor

COM (2015) 615 final

Senatul Roméniei a examinat Propunerea de Directivi a Parlamentului European 5i a
Consiliului de apropiere a actelor cu putere de lege 5i a actelor administrative ale statelor
membre in ceca ce priveste ceringele de accesibilitate aplicabile produselor si serviciilor - COM
(2015) 615 final - conform Protocolului (nr. 2) anexat Tratatului de la Lisabona, de modificare a
Tratatului privind Uniunea Europeand gi a Tratatului de instituire a Comunitd{ii Europene,
semnat la Lisabona la 13 decembrie 2007.

Avind in vedere raportul comun al Comisiei pentru Afaceri Europene si al Comisiei juridice, de
numiri, disciplind, imunitati si validari din 29.01.2016 si raportul suplimentar comun al Comisiei
pentru Atfaceri Europene si al Comisiei juridice, de numiri, disciplind, imunitati $1 validari din
03.02.2016, plenul Senatului, in sedinfa din data de 3 februarie 2016, a constatat urmatoarele:

I. Prezenta propunere de directivi respectd principiile subsidiaritifii si
proportionalitafii.

II. Se noteaza:

a. Importanta prezentei directive in armonizarea accesibilititii produselor si
serviciilor la nivelul UE;

b. Stabilirea cerinfelor comune in materie de accesibilitate pentru anumite produse si
servicn cheie;

c. Lipsa descrierii detaliate a modului in care trebuie aplicatd obligatia accesibilizarii
unui produs sau a unui serviciu prin respectarea cerintelor definite in materie de
accesibilitate, stabilind doar o serie de principii generale;

d. Divergenia legislatiilor nationale privind cerinfele de accesibilitate care s-ar putea
accentua pe masurd ce statele membre igi vor pune in aplicare obligatiile in
materie de accesibilitate in temeiul CNUDPH.
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ITT.  Se considera necesare:

Clarificarea precizirilor legate de modul de aplicare a prezentei directive;
Elaborarea unor linii directoare din partea Comisiei Europene care sd ajute statele
membre in transpunerea si implementarea corectd a Directivei;

Alegerea unei proceduri simplificate pentru evaluarea conformitatii si a
procedurilor existente pentru supravegherea piefei.

IV.  Se considera sensibili si importanti:

a.

Ineren{a aparitiei de costuri suplimentare prin:

1. Reproiectarea produselor;

2. Introducerea informatiilor suplimentare pe etichete;

3. Punerea la dispozifia utilizatorilor a formatelor suplimentare
(audio/braile) pentru instrucfiuni si a manualului de utilizare a
produsului pentru ca produsele s raspunda tuturor cerintelor din
proiectul de directivi.

V. Se recomandi:

a.

Introducerea cerintelor de accesibilitate astfel incat sd nu fie afectatd substantial
activitatea operatoriilor economici ai statelor membre;

Facilitarea accesului liber la informatii, preponderent la know-how-ul statelor
europene cu experien{d in aplicarea prevederilor actualei directive;

Prioritizarea clard a domeniilor de aplicare a directivei, in functie de beneficiile
economice §1 sociale;

Efectuarea analizelor economice de impact inaintea aplicarii deciziei de
implementare, pentru o ¢t mai corecta evaluare.

Presedintele Senatului
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Calin/POPESCU-TARICEANU
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