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awareness of the possibilities for companies to use EU design protection, the report should
better explain why it does not consider additional actions on awareness-raising in the
context of this initiative.

(3) The report should better explain the competitive effects that can be expected from
cross-border spare parts internet sales under the baseline scenario. Tt should also better
explain that the liberalisation of the spare parts aftermarket through the removal of design
protection of spare parts is a necessary, but not a sufficient, condition for creating a well-
functioning internal market in spare parts.

(4) The report should better explain the robustness and the uncertainties with regard to the
estimates on the increase of the number of protected designs by changing the level of the
fees, in particular with regard to the so-called ‘optimistic scenario’.

(5 Given that the direct expenditures of the European Union Intellectual Property
Organisation (EUIPQ) directly attributable to the Registered Community Design only
represent about one third of the relevant fee revenues, the report should clarify why it does
not propose to reduce the fees for registered EU designs further. It should also explore the
room for further reduction of the fees including through considering potential
rationalisations and administrative overhead reductions at the EUIPO.

(6) The report should better reflect the differences in views between key stakeholders on
design protection of spare parts and explain how and why it took them into account.

The Board notes the estimated costs and benefits of the preferred option in this initiative,
as summarised in the attached quantification tables.

Some more technical comments have been sent directly to the author DG.

(D) Conclusion
The DG may proceed with the initiative.

The lead DG must take these recommendations into account before launching the
interservice consultation.

If there are any changes in the choice or design of the preferred option in the final
version of the report, the DG may need to further adjust the attached quantification
tables to reflect this.
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