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COURTESY TRANSLATION

Dear Mr Seféovit,

The members of the standing committee for Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality
(LNV) of the Senate have taken note with interest of the proposal for a Regulation of
the European Parliament and of the Council on plants obtained by certain new genomic
techniques (referred to below as NGTs), which was published on 5 July 2023.* The
members of the parliamentary parties of the PvdD (Animal Rights Party) and
GroenLinks-PvdA (Green Left Alliance-Labour Party) together wish to submit a
number of questions about this proposal for a Regulation to the European Commission
in the context of the political dialogue.

The members of the PvdD parliamentary party and the GroenLinks-PvdA parliamentary
party have serious doubts about the usefulness and necessity of NGTs. Various groups
in society have grave concerns about genetic manipulation and its effects on humans,
animals and nature. When genetically modified crops were introduced, all kinds of
promises were made about the usefulness of this technology. Many benefits seem not
to have materialised in practice, while at the same time farmers worldwide have
become much more dependent on a few large companies which, in the view of these
members, have regularly shown that they have no hesitation in using their commercial
clout to achieve unfair price increases. Finally, they would point out that it is very
complicated, if not impossible, to permanently separate genetically modified crops
from unmodified crops in the fields. Consequently, people who do not wish to use
genomic techniques are finding this to be increasingly difficult. For these reasons, the
members of the PvdD parliamentary party and the GroenLinks-PvdA parliamentary
party are critical of the use of genomic techniques in agriculture.

The members of both these parliamentary parties would ask the European Commission
to indicate on the basis of what knowledge and experience it envisages NGTs making a
contribution to sustainability, food safety and food security and why they would be

1 COM(2023) 411: Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
plants obtained by certain new genomic techniques (dated 5 July 2023).
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