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Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council laying down rules to prevent and combat child sexual abuse
[9068/22 - COM(2022) 209 final]

— Opinion on the application of the Principles of Subsidiarity and
Proportionality

Delegations will find enclosed the opinion' of the Senate of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on the

above-mentioned Regulation.

The translation(s) of the opinion may be available on the Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange website

(IPEX) at the following address: https://secure.ipex.eu/IPEXL -WEB/document/COM-2022-209
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European Commission
attn. Mr M. Seféovig
Wetstraat 200

1049 Brussels
Belgium

date 15 November 2022
sutject Proposal for a Regulation laying down rules to prevent and combat child sexual abuse COM(2022) 209
our reference 172205.01U

COURTESY TRANSLATION

Dear Mr Seféovig,

In their committee meeting on 18 October 2022, the members of the standing committee for Justice
and Security of the Senate of the States General discussed the European Commission’s proposal for
a Regulation laying down rules to prevent and combat child sexual abuse.! The members of the parlia-
mentary parties of the GreenlLeft Alliance (GroenLinks) and the Labour Party (Partij van de Ar-
beid/PvdA) have a number of questions they would like to raise about this proposal. The members

of the Socialist Party (Socialistiche Partij/SP) wish to endorse these questions.

The members of the Parliamentary GreenlLeft Party and the Parliamentary Labour Party have funda-
mental objections to the proposal because it involves the scanning of all communications of every
internet user and is thus seriously privacy-intrusive. Such a violation of fundamental human rights is
justified only if the measure is necessary, proportionate and effective and the same objective cannot
be achieved by less intrusive measures. Would you please comment on the necessity, proportionality

and subsidiarity of the proposal, also taking into account its expected effectiveness?

Do you consider that the most effective method of combating online child abuse and preventing
images from circulating throughout the internet has been chosen for this Regulation? If so, why do
you believe this method to be the most effective? Did you consider but reject other methods? The
members would like to gain a better understanding of the various options available to the
Commission for tackling this important issue. They are raising this question because they wonder
whether the chosen path is the correct one and whether this Regulation will not result in the Com-

mission collecting such a vast amount of data as to make checking it virtually impossible, while at

1 COM(2022) 209.
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