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The data economy has been one of the key priority topics during Finland’s Presidency of the
Council of the European Union. During the Presidency, Finland held a High-Level Conference on

the Data Economy on 25 and 26 November 2019 in Helsinki, Finland.

The conference was organised by the Ministry of Transport and Communications, the Ministry of
Finance and the Ministry of Education and Culture. The conference focused on broader stakeholder
involvement around a human-centric, thriving and balanced data economy and the programme
included a broad spectrum of concrete examples of data ecosystems, data sharing, the platform

economy, future development and policy aspects.
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At the conference, the Presidency released the ‘Principles for a human-centric, thriving and
balanced data economy’ (see attached). Their aim is to provide guidance on how the European
Union can act as a hub for an ethical data economy. A human-centric, thriving and balanced data
economy is based on data use that builds on the rights of individuals, on a fair operating
environment for organisations and on a well-functioning society. These multiple goals can be
balanced for a thriving, fair and human-centric data economy through the application of the

following guiding principles: access, share, act, trust, innovate and learn.

The data principles were drafted during Finland’s Presidency based on broad interaction at EU-level
between policymakers, experts and other stakeholders. At the beginning of autumn 2019 the
principles were also put online for everybody to join in the discussion. The aim was to provide
information on the data-economy principles and to encourage open discussion about the data

economy and these principles.

The principles created during Finland’s Presidency should be seen as input for further work on data
policy. They can serve as a useful tool in building a balanced, coherent and interoperable data-

policy framework that serves the goal of a human-centric and thriving data economy.
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