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European Union proposal for a decision of the Executive Body under the Convention on 

Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution: methodology for adjustments to tables 2-6 

of Annex II to the Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level 

Ozone, (the ‘Gothenburg Protocol ’) as amended 2012, to account for changes in the 

membership of the European Union. 

 

Draft decision on adjustments to Annex II to the Gothenburg Protocol, as 

amended 2012, to account for changes in the membership of the European 

Union 

 
The Executive Body, 

 

Recalling its decisions 2013/14 and 2016/4 concerning compliance by the European Union 

with the Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone (the 

‘Gothenburg Protocol’) 

Noting that article 13, paragraph 2, of the Gothenburg Protocol as amended provides a 

procedure for a Party to propose an adjustment of its emission reduction commitments listed 

in Annex II to the Gothenburg Protocol, but that the methodologies set out in Executive Body 

Decisions 2012/3 and 2012/12 on adjustments would not apply to an adjustment of these 

emission reduction commitments to reflect changes in the membership of the European 

Union,  

Recalling its decision 2017/3 concerning adjustments under the Protocol to Abate 

Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone to account for changes in the 

membership of the European Union, adopted following a proposal by the European Union 

and its Member States in response to the request by the Parties to the Convention in the 36th 

session of the Executive Body (ECE/EB.AIR/137),   

 

Welcoming the entry into force of the Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and 

Ground-level Ozone (Gothenburg Protocol), as amended in 2012, on 7 October 2019, 

 

1. Decides, in accordance with article 13, paragraph 2, of the Gothenburg Protocol as 

amended, to establish a methodology for adjustment of the emission baselines and 

emission reduction commitments listed for the European Union in tables 2-6 in Annex 

II to the Gothenburg Protocol as amended, in the event of changes in the membership 

of the European Union, as follows: 

- The European Union emission baseline per pollutant, expressed in emission levels 

2005 in kilotonnes in tables 2-6 of Annex II to the Gothenburg Protocol as 

amended, shall be the sum of the emission baselines per pollutant for the 

European Union Member States, taking into account any accession to or 

withdrawal from the European Union. 

- The European Union emission reduction commitments per pollutant in tables 2-6 

of Annex II to the Gothenburg Protocol as amended shall be the sum of the 

emission reduction commitments of the European Union Member States, 

calculated by (a) applying to the 2005 emission levels of each European Union 

Member State set out in tables 2-6 of Annex II to the amended Gothenburg 

Protocol the reduction commitments for 2020 of each European Union Member 
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State set out in the same tables; and (b) expressing the sum of the results under (a) 

as a percentage of the sum of the 2005 emission levels of the European Union 

Member States.  

- For this methodology, the 2005 emissions levels shall be those listed in tables 2-6 

of Annex II to the Gothenburg Protocol as amended, unless for a given signatory 

or Party no emission levels for 2005 are set out in Annex II, in which case the 

latest reported 2005 emissions shall be used. The emission reduction 

commitments for 2020 and beyond shall be those listed in tables 2-6 of Annex II 

to the Gothenburg Protocol as amended, unless for a given signatory or Party no 

emission reduction commitments for 2020 and beyond are set out in Annex II, in 

which case the European Union shall submit this information in writing to the 

Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 

 

2. Decides that the European Union may submit adjustments using the above 

methodology in writing to the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe, who shall communicate the adjustments to all Parties for 

information.  
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