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= The President

European Committee
of the Regions

Brussels, 10 Movember 2020
PCAB/CI/GPA(20200D 1996

Heiko Maas

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Germany
Council of the Furopean Union

RuedelaLoi 175, B-1048 Brussels

Dear Minister,

I would like to thank you for the request for a consultation which you sent to the European Committee of the
Regions (CoR) on 21 October 2020 regarding the following dossier:

Froposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive
2004/37/EC on the protection of workers from the risks relafed to exposure fo carcinogens or
mutagens at workk — COM(2020) 571 final — 2020/0262 (COD).

I am writing to inform you that at its meeting on 1 October 2020, the Commission for Social Policy, Education,
Employment, Research and Culture (SEDEC) decided not to issue an opinion on this proposal and not to
include the dossier in the ongoing work of the CoR.

The CoR would like to draw the Council's attention to the views expressed by the CoR in its opinions on An
EU Strategic Framework on Health and Safety at Work 2014-20204, adopted on 11-13 February 2015, and on
The European Pillar of Social Rights and Reflection Paper on the social dimension of Europe’, adopted on 9-
11 October 2017. Furthermore, in its opinion on 4 Strong Social Europe for Just Transitions, adopted on 12-
14 October 2020, the CoR advocates updating the health and safety at work strategy, underlining that particular
attention needs to be paid to the prevention of work-related fatal accidents, occupational diseases (including
work-related cancer), musculoskeletal disorders or work-induced siress. It keenly awaits in this respect the
European Commission Communication on a new occupational safety and health strategy framework®, as
announced in the Commission Work Programme 2021.
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