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— Adoption of (cp+s)

(a) acommon position

(b) a statement of the Council's reasons

1. On 23 June 2004 the Commission submitted to the Council the above proposal, based on

Article 137(2) of the TEC.

2. The European Economic and Social Committee delivered its opinion on 11 May 20052,

The Committee of the Regions delivered its opinion on 14 April 2005°.

3. The European Parliament delivered its opinion at first reading on 11 May 2005*.

' 12683/04 SOC 426 SAN 135 TRANS 300 MAR 161 CODEC 1047 [COM(2004) 0667].

2 0JC267,27.10.2005, p. 16.

3 0JC231,20.9.2005, p. 69.

* 0JC92-E, 20.4.2006, p. 111.
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4. The Commission submitted an amended proposal', under Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty, on
31 May 2005.

5. Atits 2733rd meeting on 1 and 2 June 2006, the EPSCO Council reached political agreement

on a common position concerning the above proposal for a Directive.

6. The Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to suggest that the Council:

— adopt the common position set out in 10597/08 and the statement of reasons set out in
10597/08 ADD 1 COR 1 + COR 2 as an "A" item at a forthcoming meeting, with the
Belgian, Cypriot, Greek, Hungarian, Maltese and Portuguese delegations abstaining and the

Spanish and Greek delegations voting against;

— order the statements in the Addendum hereto to be entered in the minutes of that meeting.

1 9554/05 SOC 244 SAN 94 TRANS 108 MAR 84 CODEC 441[COM(2005) 246].
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