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To: Delegations
Subject: Outcome of the International Experts' Conference "Strengthening of the
Farmers' Position in the food supply chain" (Bratislava, 30 June - 1 July

2016)
- Information from the Presidency

In view of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" Council of 18 July 2016, delegations will find attached a
document provided by the Presidency on the above-mentioned subject, that will be presented under

the agenda point "Any other business".
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ANNEX

Information from the Presidency (courtesy translation)

Outcome of the International Experts' Conference on "Strengthening of the farmers' position
in the food supply chain" (Bratislava, 30 June and 1 July 2016)

On 30 June and 1 July 2016 the International Experts' Conference on the topic of “Strengthening of
the farmers' position in the food supply chain” was held in Bratislava. The aim of this conference,
which was organized by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak Republic
as part of the Slovak Presidency of the Council of the EU, was to evaluate the status and bargaining
power of farmers in the food supply chain, to analyse key factors influencing the distribution of
economic power in the chain and to discuss possible measures and procedures, which could lead to
its long-term sustainability.

The conference was attended by more than 130 registered participants, including representatives of
22 EU Member States. During the conference there were presentations by members of the European
Parliament, representatives of the European Commission - DG AGRI and DG GROW -
representatives of the Agricultural Market Task Force, representatives of some Member States
(Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia) as well as representatives of international and national
self-governing bodies and associations (e.g. COPA COGECA, FoodDrinkEurope and
EuroCommerce, The Supply Chain Initiative, Slovak Agricultural and Food Chamber, Czech Food
Chamber).

The conference was opened by the Slovak Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
Ms. Gabriela Matec¢nd, who stressed that the strengthening of farmers' position is a prerequisite for
achieving long-term sustainability of the food supply chain. The solution is not a competition
among Member States' level of support to their primary producers, but the increase in the
transparency in the food supply chain, the proper sharing of margins and the elimination of unfair
trading practices.

The most discussed topic of the conference was the issue of unfair trading practices, their impact on
farmers and the overall functioning of the food supply chain, in particular the different approaches
that could be used to eliminate unfair trading practices, also given the current report of the
European Parliament on the subject. The conference participants had the opportunity to hear
updates from The Food Supply Chain Initiative, which represents a voluntary approach to the
elimination of unfair trading practices and promotes the application of fair conditions in trade
relations. Most presenters, in addition to their indisputable support for the voluntary approach, also
noted its shortcomings and lack of effectiveness in terms of elimination of unfair trading practices
in real life. Especially in the presentations of the representatives of the European Parliament,
Member States, experts from the Agricultural Market Task Force and representatives of agricultural
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self-governing associations, a clear requirement was a common theme: a legislative solution to
tackle unfair trading practices. A key argument for the introduction of European legislation is based
on the fact that unfair trading practices could seriously undermine the proper functioning and
development of the Single Market.

The Slovak Presidency considers this conference to be of great benefit because, despite the
differences in the approach to address the issue of unfair trading practices, it has been clearly
confirmed that there is a need to strengthen the farmers' position as the weakest link in the food
supply chain. The report of the European Parliament on unfair trading practices is an important
demonstration of the constantly intensifying demands for the introduction of European legislation,
which has inevitably been reflected during the conference. The Slovak Presidency will therefore
actively participate in the search for effective tools to eliminate and tackle unfair trading practices
in the food supply chain in the European Union. One of the main purposes of the conference was
also to prepare the ground for the discussion at ministerial level during the Informal meeting to be
held from 11 to 13 September 2016 in Bratislava, during which the main topic will be the
strengthening of farmers' position in the food supply chain.
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Informacia predsednictva

Vysledok medzinarodnej odbornej konferencie s nazvom ,,Posilnenie postavenia
farmarov v dodavatel’skom ret’azci (Bratislava, 30. jina a 1. jila 2016)

V dioch 30. juna — 1. jula 2016 sa v Bratislave konala medzinarodna odborna konferencia na tému
»Posilnenie postavenia pol'nohospoddrov v potravinovom dodavatel'skom retazci“. Cielom tejto
konferencie, ktoru organizovalo Ministerstvo pddohospodarstva arozvoja vidieka SR v ramci
slovenského predsednictva v Rade EU, bolo zhodnotit postavenie a vyjednavaciu poziciu
pol'nohospodédrov v ramci potravinového dodavatel'ského retazca, analyzovat' klucové faktory
ovplyvilujuce rozlozenie ekonomickej sily vretazci adiskutovat o moznych ndastrojoch
a opatreniach, ktoré by viedli k zabezpeceniu jeho dlhodobej udrzatel'nosti.

Konferencie sa z€astnilo viac ako 130 registrovanych ucastnikov vratane zastupcov 22 ¢lenskych
statov EU. V ramci odborného programu vystipili ¢lenovia Eurépskeho parlamentu, zastupcovia
Europskej komisie — DG AGRI a DG GROW, zastupcovia expertnej skupiny Agricultural Market
Task Force, zastupcovia niektorych &lenskych §tatov (Slovensko, Ceska republika a Slovinsko) ako
aj zastupcovia medzinarodnych anarodnych samosprdvnych organizacii azdruzeni (COPA
COGECA, FoodDrinkEurope a EuroCommerce, The Supply Chain Initiative, Slovenska
polnohospodarska a potravinarska komora, Ceska potravinarska komora).

Konferenciu otvorila ministerka pddohospodarstva a rozvoja vidieka SR Gabriela Matec¢na, ktora
zdoraznila, Ze posilnenie postavenia pol'nohospodirov je nevyhnutnym predpokladom pre
dosiahnutie dlhodobej udrzatelnosti potravinového dodavatel'ského retazca. RieSenim nie st
preteky narodnych rozpoctov Clenskych krajin v objeme podpory vlastnych prvovyrobcov, ale
zvysenie transparentnosti v ramci potravinového dodavatel'ského retazca, primerand del'ba marze
a elimindcia nekalych obchodnych praktik.

Najviac diskutovanou témou konferencie bola otdzka nekalych obchodnych praktik, ich dopadov na
pol'nohospodarov a na celkové fungovanie potravinového dodavatel'ského retazca, a predovsetkym
rdznych pristupov k eliminacii nekalych obchodnych praktik, aj vzhl'adom na aktualnu Spravu EP
o nekalych obchodnych praktikach v potravinovom dodavatel'skom retazci. Ugastnici konferencie
mali moznost” vypocut’ si aktudlne informacie od The Food Supply Chain Initiative, ktora
reprezentuje dobrovol'ny pristup k eliminécii nekalych obchodnych praktik a podpore uplatiiovania
férovych podmienok v obchodnych vztahoch. Viacsina vystupujucich vSak popri jednoznacnej
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podpore dobrovolnému pristupu konStatovala aj jeho nedostatky ajeho nedostatocnu uc¢innost
z pohl'adu eliminacie nekalych obchodnych praktik v praxi. PredovSetkym vo vystipeniach
zastupcov Europskeho parlamentu, ¢lenskych Statov, expertov Agricultural Market Task Force ako
aj zastupcov polnohospodarskej samospravy zaznievala jednozna¢nd poziadavka na legislativne
rieSenie nekalych obchodnych praktik. KIiCovy argument pre zavedenie jednotnej eurdpskej
legislativy vychadza z toho, ze nekalé¢ obchodné praktiky moézu vazne narusit’ riadne fungovanie
a d’alsi rozvoj jednotného trhu.

Slovenské predsednictvo povazuje tito konferenciu za velmi prinosnu, pretoZze aj napriek
rozdielom v pristupe k rieSeniu problematiky nekalych obchodnych praktik jednoznacne potvrdila
nevyhnutnost’” posilnenia pozicie polnohospodarov ako najslabSieho c¢lanku potravinového
dodéavatel'ského retazca. Sprava Eurdpskeho parlamentu k nekalym obchodnym praktikam
predstavuje vyznamny prejav neustdle silnejucej poziadavky na zavedenie jednotnej eurdpskej
legislativy, ¢o sa zakonite odrazilo aj pocas predmetnej konferencie. Slovenské predsednictvo sa
bude preto aktivne podielat’ na hladani G¢innych nastrojov na eliminaciu nekalych obchodnych
praktik v potravinovom dodavatel'skom retazci v eurépskom priestore. Jednym z hlavnych tucelov
konferencie bolo aj prichystat’ pddu na diskusiu ministrov pocas ich neformalneho stretnutia
v dioch 11. - 13. septembra 2016 v Bratislave, pocas ktorého bude nosnou témou prave zlepSenie
postavenia farmarov v potravinovom dodévatel'skom ret’azci.
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