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Subject: MONTHLY SUMMARY OF COUNCIL ACTS - JANUARY 2015

This document lists the acts adopted by the Council in January 2015." 2

It provides information on the adoption of legislative acts, including:

the date of adoption,

the relevant Council session,

the number of the document adopted,
the Official Journal reference,

applicable voting rules, voting results and, where appropriate, explanations of vote and

statements published in the minutes of the Council.

With the exception of certain acts of limited scope such as procedural decisions,
appointments, decisions of bodies set up by international agreements, specific budgetary
decisions, etc.

In the case of legislative acts adopted in the ordinary legislative procedure, there may be

a difference between the date of the Council's meeting where the legislative act is adopted
and the actual date of the act in question, since legislative acts adopted in the ordinary
legislative procedure are only considered to have been adopted after signature by both the
President of the Council and the President of the European Parliament and the Secretaries-
General of the two institutions.
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This document also contains information on the adoption of non-legislative acts that the Council has

decided to make public.

This document is also available on the Council's website at:

Monthly summaries of Council acts (acts) - Consilium

Documents listed in the summary may be obtained from the public register of Council documents

at: Documents and publications - Consilium

It should be noted that this document is exclusively for information purposes- only Council minutes

are authentic. These are available on the Council's website at: Council Minutes - Consilium
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INFORMATION ON THE ACTS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL IN JANUARY 2015

3364th meeting of the Council of the European Union (FOREIGN AFFAIRS) held in Brussels on 19 January 2015

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS

ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS
Council Conclusions on the DRC/FDLR 5076/15

Council Conclusions on Tunisia 5210/1/15REV 1

Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/77 of 19 January 2015 appointing the European Union Special 16780/14

Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina

OJ L 13,20.1.2015, p. 7-7

Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/76 of 19 January 2015 launching the European Union CSDP mission in |16413/14

Mali (EUCAP Sahel Mali) and amending Decision 2014/219/CFSP

OJ L 13,20.1.2015, p. 5-6

Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/78 of 19 January 2015 on a European Union CSDP Military Advisory  |5024/15

Mission in the Central African Republic (EUMAM RCA)

OJL 13,20.1.2015, p. 8-12

Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations with the Central African Republic for an 5127/15

agreement on the status of a European Union CSDP Military Advisory Mission in the Central African

Republic
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Written procedures completed on 19 January 2015

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS

ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS

Council Regulation (EU) 2015/104 of 19 January 2015 fixing for 2015 the fishing opportunities for 17058/15
certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union vessels, in
certain non-Union waters, amending Regulation (EU) No 43/2014 and repealing Regulation (EU) No
779/2014

OJ L 22,28.1.2015, p. 1-163

Joint Statements by the Council and the Commission

Sole in VIIIab (Bay of Biscay)

With reference to the statement made in 2013 by the Council "Ad Bay of Biscay sole", the Commission and Council consider a rollover of the 2014
TAC as being in line with the harvesting strategy proposed by stakeholders.

Council and Commission recall in that respect that the safeguards included in the harvesting strategy for this stock based on a constant TAC, as
proposed by the stakeholders, will take effect as of 2016 if the conditions included in the harvesting approach, such as a repeated increase in fishing
mortality by that time, have been met.

Undulate ray in Vla, VIb, Vlla-c, VIle-k; VIId; VIII and IX

The Council and Commission note that Member States have proposed measures to ensure the sustainable management of local populations of undulate
ray, based on scientific studies and the cooperation of the fishing industry. The Council and the Commission agree that such measures could justify a
limited by-catch fishery, provided that they stand up to scientific review and that suitable and scientifically sound national technical measures of all
Member States catching this species accompany such a fishery. In addition, the Commission recalls the risk that a by-catch TAC may result in quick
exhaustion of the fishing opportunities in the fisheries catching this species in the near future.

If the STECEF’s advice, which is underway, is positive and suitable national technical measures are in place, the Commission will consider as soon as
possible proposing any suitable amendment to the Fishing Opportunities regulation.
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Skates and rays

The Council and Commission acknowledge the proposal of Member States to use a different calculation method for the TACs of skates and rays.
Following scientific review by STECF, the Commission will as soon as possible on that basis assess whether it is sufficiently precautionary to apply
this methodology in its proposal for fishing opportunities for 2016.

The Council and Commission agree that catches under these TACs need to be monitored carefully. This necessitates that the authorities of all Member
States involved in this fishery ensure that fishermen have the best possible knowledge to identify and record correctly the different species of skates
and rays caught, and that the different species are identified correctly upon landing the catches by sales bodies and control authorities.

Cod - fishing effort

“In view of the fact that an agreement needs to be reached to have the fishing opportunities regulations in place on 1 January 2015, the Commission is
not opposed to the amended cod plan being followed when fixing TACs and effort limits for cod for next year, but recalls its declaration made at
Coreper on 11 November and at Council on 18 and 19 December 2012 followed by launching an action for annulment of the amending regulation."

Joint Statements by the Council and the Commission

Herring in VIIbc and VIa South

In view of the decision of the Council to set the TAC for this stock at 0, following scientific advice, the Commission will evaluate this TAC, should the
herring benchmarking by ICES change the scientific assessment substantially. If that were the case, the Commission will consider whether it is
appropriate to propose, as soon as possible after the completion of the benchmarking exercise, an amendment of the TAC for 2015.

Sole in IIla (Kattegat/Skagerrak )

The Commission and Council note that ICES, in its advice for sole in Division IIla and Subdivisions 22-24 for 2014, stated that the assessment did not
take into account a possible reduction in catch per unit effort (CPUE) on sole resulting from the use of the SELTRA trawl, which has been in use in the
area in recent years. The Commission has requested STECF in December 2014 to quantify this reduction in CPUE if possible, or else to give its expert
judgment on the likely reduction in CPUE. It has also requested ICES, by mid February 2015, to re-assess the stock based on the assumed reduction in
CPUE, and provide the corresponding TAC 2015 based on the ICES MSY approach. If in its response STECF issues revised TAC advice, the
Commission undertakes to consider any appropriate amendments to TAC to sole accordingly as part of the proposal on first amendment of the fishing
opportunities regulation expected in March 2015.
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Statement by the Commission and by Belgium
The Commission notes the commitment of Belgium to put in place technical measures to increase the selectivity of their vessels catching sole in areas
VllIa, VIIf and VIIg and aiming at decreasing without delay the fishing pressure on this stock.

Belgium commits in particular to increasing the mesh size from 80mm to 120mm for a 3 metre section of the lengthening piece from the cod end
towards the beam in all beam trawlers targeting sole in VIla, VIIf and VIIg, no later than 1 April 2015. Belgium commits to implementing this measure
in its fleet catching sole in VIla, VIIf and VIIg no later than 1 April 2015.

Following an STECF review of these measures, should the STECF advise that they are not sufficient to decrease the fishing mortality of this stock to
the MSY level and should an additional reduction in fishing mortality be advised, the Commission commits to consider appropriate amendments to the
TAC as soon as possible in 2015.

Statement by the Commission, by France and by Belgium
Sole in VIId (Eastern Channel)

The Commission notes the commitment of France and Belgium to put in place technical measures aiming at decreasing without delay the fishing
pressure on the stock of sole in VIId.

France commits to implementing as of 1 January 2015 a series of national management measures: (i) submitting French fishing vessels catching more
than 300 kg sole per year to a specific fishing license for sole in VIId, (i1) reducing by 10% the number of admissible days at sea by those French
vessels deploying bottom nets and beam trawls, (iii) setting a maximum overall net length of one kilometre for each metre of the vessel's length for
vessels deploying bottom nets, (iv) fitting all French fishing vessels under license catching sole in VIId with a Vessel Monitoring System (VMS), (v)
implementing permanent fishing closures in four sole nursery areas in line with Article 8 of the Common Fisheries Policy regarding the setting of
Fishing Recovery Areas, namely in the Veys, Seine, Somme and Canche bays where sole juveniles are abundant and (vi) nullifying the effort deployed
so far in these nursery areas so as to avoid its displacement to adjacent areas.

Belgium commits to increasing the mesh size from 80mm to 120mm for a 3 metre section of the lengthening piece from the cod end towards the beam
in all beam trawlers targeting sole in VIId, no later than 1 April 2015. Belgium also commits to the measures agreed by France under point (v), namely
permanent fishing closures.
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The Commission commits to submitting the measures presented by France and Belgium to scientific review by the STECF as soon as possible.

Should the STECF advise that an additional decrease in fishing mortality is needed to reach the MSY level, France, Belgium and the Commission agree
that this will be achieved by implementing additional management measures in the course of 2015, provided that STECF advises that such additional
measures are sufficient to decrease fishing mortality to reach the MSY level, or revising the TAC level in the course of 2016 at the latest, as
appropriate. In such case, the Commission commits to propose a TAC level that takes full account of STECF advice.

Joint Statement by the Council and the Commission
The Council and the Commission note that the fishing opportunities regulations include a number of TACs for stocks for which there is limited
information on stock status and which are of low economic importance, or are taken only as by-catches, or which show low levels of quota uptake.

In that respect, the Council and the Commission recall their statement concerning such stocks made in 2014 and note that perception of the status of
any of these stocks has not significantly changed during 2014. Therefore the Council and the Commission continue to consider it appropriate to
constrain catches at or below the TAC levels fixed for 2014. To this end, without prejudice to the Commission's right of initiative and the Council's
prerogatives under Article 293(1) TFEU, the Commission and the Council consider that it appears at this stage desirable to maintain the 2014 TAC
level for the stocks listed below for the following three years.

The Commission will however continue working with the Member States and the relevant scientific bodies in order to improve the scientific
information on these stocks. If the perception of the status of any of these stocks changes significantly during this period, the Council and the
Commission agree that the this should be taken into account for the purpose of establishing TAC levels for 2016 and 2017, as appropriate.
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Common name

TAC Unit

Blue Ling EU and international waters of I and IV
Blue Ling EU and international waters of 111
Cod VIb (Rockall subunit)

Common sole

VI, Vb, international waters of XII and XIV

Common sole

Vlilbe

Common Sole

VIhjk

Herring

Vilef

Greater silver smelt

EU and international waters of I and 11

Greater silver smelt

EU and international waters of III and IV

Ling

EU and international waters of I and 11

Ling ITa
Ling EU and international waters of V
Plaice Vb(EU waters), VI, XII, XIV
Plaice Vllbc
Plaice VIIhjk
Plaice VIIIL, IX, X and CECAF 34.1.1
Pollack Vb(EU waters), VI, XII and XIV
Pollack Vlllc
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Pollack IX, X, CECAF 34.1.1 (EU)

Saithe VII, VIII, IX, X, CECAF 34.1.1 (EC)
Sole Vlllcde, IX, X, CECAF (EU)

Sprat Vilde

Whiting Vlila

Tusk IIIa and EU 22-23

Tusk ECIL, II, XIV

Tusk EC waters of IV

Statement by the Commission
Sea bass in IVbc, Vlla, and VIId—h (Irish Sea, Celtic Sea, English Channel, and southern North Sea)

The Commission notes the advice of ICES to reduce the fishing mortality substantially throughout the range of the stock by 60% and to reduce catches
by 70%. Despite the extensive work carried out at this Council, it has not yet been possible to agree on any appropriate measures. The Commission and
the Member States involved in this fishery, must remain committed to doing the utmost possible, as of the start of the fishing season in January 2015, to
reduce fishing pressure, protect spawning aggregations and prevent a collapse. The Commission will continuously monitor the situation and if
necessary will examine the need to take measures under Article 12 of the CFP Regulation and/or Article 45 of Regulation (EC) No 850/98.

Statement by the Council and the Commission
Redfish in int. water ICES sub-areas I and II

The Commission has noted the concerns of certain Member States with regard to the quota for redfish in international waters of the Norwegian Sea for
2015.

Consultations between Coastal States and other fishing Parties will take place during 2015. The fishery on this stock will only take place in the second
half of 2015. In this context the Commission will strive for an appropriate EU quota for redfish in international waters of the ICES Sub Areas I and II.
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Statement by the Commission
Redfish Norwegian waters of sub areas I and 11

The Commission has noted requests by Member States to establish a directed fishery for redfish in Norwegian waters of ICES Sub-Areas I and II for
2015 which the Commission will take into account in the consultations envisaged to take place during 2015 between the EU and Norway, on the
interpretation of the EEA Exchange of Letters, which was signed at Oporto on 2 May 1992.

Depending of the outcome of those consultations, the Commission will therefore propose an appropriate amendment of the Fishing Opportunities
Regulation in 2015.

Statement by the Council and by the Commission
Celtic Sea Selectivity (Cod & haddock in VIIbc, e-k)

Past and current fishing on the three stocks in the mixed fishery in the Celtic Sea for cod, haddock and whiting has resulted in the discarding of juvenile
fish, representing a potential loss of future productivity. Higher recruitment of cod and recent recruitment of haddock increases the risk of further
catches of juvenile fish resulting in additional fishing mortality.

The Council confirms the need to improve upon the selectivity measures introduced in Regulation (EC) No 737/2012. The Commission will, from 2015
onwards, take account of such measures when reviewing and amending Regulation (EC) 737/2012 and will consider an increase in the mesh size of
square mesh panels, positioned as described in this regulation, to a minimum of 120mm. In reviewing this regulation, the Commission will however
consider that, as part of this selectivity measure, in cases where retained catch comprises of at least 55% whiting in the waters east of 8°, the current
measures should continue to apply. The effectiveness of the amended measures will be evaluated before 2016.

Statement by the Commission
Haddock flexibility

Haddock in ICES area VI and IV have been assessed as a single stock, therefore making flexibility between these areas possible. Such flexibility can be
a useful tool for the management of individual fish stocks that are distributed across more than one management area, if certain conditions are met and
relative stability is not affected. The need to plan for the implementation of the landing obligation is acknowledged in this context.
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The transfer of fishing opportunities from IV to VI represents an increase in the potential fishing opportunities in Area VI, while the stocks of whiting
and cod in Area VI remain in poor condition. Following STECF assessment on whether such flexibility would risk increasing fishing mortality on these
stocks to such an extent as so creating a risk for their recovery, should the scientific review not raise any concerns, the Commission will consider as
soon as possible any appropriate amendments to the fishing opportunities concerning such flexibility.

Statement by the Commission
Ad The long term management for sole and plaice in the North Sea

The stocks of plaice and sole in the North Sea are both within safe biological limits and have been for a number of years. The rules on the second stage
of the multiannual plan for these stocks are therefore now applicable. The Commission is now working with Member States and the relevant scientific
bodies on developing a new proposal for a mixed fisheries plan in the North Sea that should include the North Sea sole and plaice stocks, expected to
be tabled in the near future now that the discussions of the task force set up between the Council, European Parliament and the Commission concerning
multiannual plans have been concluded.

Statement by the Commission on IOTC capacity - Annex VI of the fishing opportunities regulation

One of the French vessels authorised to fish for tropical tunas in the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) Convention Area, with the capacity of
2,137 gross tonnage (GTs) could be reflagged in Italy during 2015. Therefore, without prejudice to Annex II to Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013, the
corresponding authorisation should be withdrawn from France and transferred to Italy, once the vessel is reflagged in Italy.

ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS

Council Regulation (EU) 2015/106 of 19 January 2015 fixing for 2015 the fishing opportunities for 16422/1/14 REV 1
certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks in the Black Sea
OJL 19, 24.1.2015, p. 8-11
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3365th meeting of the Council of the European Union (AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES) held in Brussels on 26 January 2015

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS

ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS

Council Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/200 of 26 January 2015 amending Implementing Decision  |5035/15
2014/170/EU establishing a list of non-cooperating third countries in fighting IUU fishing pursuant to
Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 establishing a Community system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing as regards Sri Lanka

OJ L 33,10.2.2015, p. 15-18

Council Decision authorising the Commission to open negotiations on behalf of the European Union for |5059/15
the renewal of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for
in the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community, on the one hand, and the
Republic of Kiribati, on the other hand

Statement by the Commission
The Commission does not consider it necessary that a Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations indicates a substantive legal basis.

Council Decision (EU) 2015/137 of 26 January 2015 renewing the terms of office of the Vice-President |5023/15
of the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and Designs) and of two Chairmen
of the Boards of Appeal of the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (Trade Marks and
Designs)

OJ L 23,29.1.2015, p. 17-18

Council Decision (EU) 2015/146 of 26 January 2015 on the signing, on behalf of the European Union, |10881/14
of the agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and Iceland, of
the other part, concerning Iceland's participation in the joint fulfilment of commitments of the European
Union, its Member States and Iceland for the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol to the

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
OJ L 26,31.1.2015, p. 1-2
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Statement by the Commission

The Commission does not agree with the statement expressed in recital (10 bis). It is not true that the Union does not have any, or merely 'secondary’,
responsibilities for emissions reductions at international level. The Union is a Party to the UN FCCC and the Kyoto Protocol, where it has taken on a
legally-binding commitment for emissions reductions which are to be achieved jointly with its Member States and Iceland. The responsibility of the

Union for all emission reductions from sources covered by the ETS Directive, as set out in the terms of joint fulfilment, reflects the exercise of its
competence for such matters in domestic legislation. The responsibility of Member States only concerns emission reductions in non-ETS sectors.

Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2015/118 of 26 January 2015 implementing Decision
2010/656/CFSP renewing the restrictive measures against Cote d'Ivoire
OJ L 20,27.1.2015, p. 87-87

5288/15

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/109 of 26 January 2015 implementing Regulation (EC)
No 560/2005 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and entities
in view of the situation in Cote d'Ivoire

OJ L 20, 27.1.2015, p. 4-5

5289/15

Written procedures completed on 26 January 2015

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/108 of 26 January 2015 implementing Regulation (EU)
No 36/2012 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Syria

OJ L 20,27.1.2015, p. 2-3

5286/15

Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2015/117 of 26 January 2015 implementing Decision
2013/255/CFSP concerning restrictive measures against Syria

OJ L 20,27.1.2015, p. 85-86

5285/15
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3366th meeting of the Council of the European Union (ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS) held in Brussels on 27 January 2015

LEGISLATIVE ACTS
ACT DOCUMENT VOTING RULE VOTES
Council Directive (EU) 2015/121 of 27 January 2015 amending Directive | 16633/15 Unanimity All Member States in
2011/96/EU on the common system of taxation applicable in the case of favour
parent companies and subsidiaries of different Member States
OJL 21, 28.1.2015

Statement by the Council
In applying the anti-abuse provision in Directive 2011/96/EU, Member States will endeavour to inform each other, under the existing EU legal
instruments, when information may be useful to the other Member State.

Statement by the Council
The Council will take into consideration the anti-abuse provision in Directive 2011/96/EU in its future work on a possible anti-abuse provision to be
included in Directive 2003/49/EC.

Statement by the Commission
The Commission confirms that the proposed amendments to Article 1, paragraph 2 of the Parent Subsidiary directive are not intended to affect national
participation exemption systems in so far as these are compatible with the Treaty provisions.

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council repealing Council | 94/14 Qualified majority All Member States in
Directive 93/5/EEC on assistance to the Commission and cooperation by favour
the Member States in the scientific examination of questions relating to
food (first reading)
NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS
ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS
Council Regulation (EU) 2015/159 of 27 January 2015 amending Regulation (EC) No 2532/98 5067/15

concerning the powers of the European Central Bank to impose sanctions
OJL27,3.2.20150J L9, 15.1.2015, p. 31-45
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Council Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/156 of 27 January 2015 extending the period of validity of
Implementing Decision 2012/232/EU authorising Romania to apply measures derogating from Article
26(1)(a) and Article 168 of Directive 2006/112/EC on the common system of value added tax

OJ L 26,31.1.2015, p. 27-28

17081/14

Council Decision (EU) 2015/178 of 27 January 2015 on the position to be taken on behalf of the
European Union within the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Sub-Committee, the Customs Sub-Committee
and the Geographical Indications Sub-Committee established by the Association Agreement between the
European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one part,
and the Republic of Moldova, of the other part, as regards the adoption of decisions of the Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Sub-Committee, the Customs Sub-Committee and the Geographical Indications Sub-
Committee on their Rules of Procedure

OJ L 30, 6.2.2015, p. 20-37

5169/15

Council Decision (EU) 2015/201 of 27 January 2015 on the position to be taken on behalf of the
European Union within the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Sub-Committee, the Customs Sub-Committee
and the Geographical Indications Sub-Committee established by the Association Agreement between the
European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one part,
and Georgia, of the other part, as regards the adoption of decisions of the Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Sub-Committee, the Customs Sub-Committee, and the Geographical Indications Sub-Committee on
their Rules of Procedure

OJ L 33, 10.2.2015, p. 19-36

5162/15

Council Decision (EU) 2015/155 of 27 January 2015 on the position to be taken on behalf of the
European Union within the Committee on Trade in Goods set up by the Free Trade Agreement between
the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Korea, of the other part,
as regards the adoption of the rules on Tariff Rate Quota administration

OJ L 26,31.1.2015, p. 22-26

17121/14
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3369th meeting of the Council of the European Union (FOREIGN AFFAIRS) held in Brussels on 29 January 2015

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS

ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS
Council Conclusions on Ukraine 5710/15
Council Regulation (EU) 2015/138 of 29 January 2015 amending Regulation (EU) No 208/2014 5459/15

concerning restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the
situation in Ukraine
OJ L 24,30.1.2015, p. 1-2

Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/143 of 29 January 2015 amending Decision 2014/119/CFSP concerning |5393/15
restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in
Ukraine

OJ L 24, 30.1.2015, p. 16-16

Written procedures completed on 30 January 2015

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACTS

ACT DOCUMENT / STATEMENTS

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/147 of 30 January 2015 implementing Regulation (EU) 5185/15
No 101/2011 concerning restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in
view of the situation in Tunisia

OJ L 26,31.1.2015, p. 34

Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/157 of 30 January 2015 amending Decision 2011/72/CFSP concerning |5184/15
restrictive measures directed against certain persons and entities in view of the situation in Tunisia
OJ L 26, 31.1.2015, p. 29-30
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